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PRESERVE LIFE, 


Amos 5. 6. 
Socke the Lord, and you ſhall live. 


Ight is the firſt born of all the diſtinguiſhed The excellen- 
Creatures; the firſt word, that the Eternal © 9ithe light, 
Word, after ſo waxy ages of filence uttered 
forth, was, Let there be light ; light that geg,1.3. 
eiverh life to all Colours, that is the morher 
of all beauties, which hath no poſitzve con- 

7 trary in nature, which maketh all chings 

manifeſt, to the deteſtation of all evil, and thecrowning of eve- 

ry good, and which is a creatureſo beloved of rhe Creator, that 

becalleth himſelf by this name, ſaying, ©4% g«s 37; and he x John 1. 52 

makes it the moſt worthy «ſſocrare of Truth, when he ſaith, Sexd 

forth thy light and thy trath: therefore Light is a Jewel, nor to pra1, 43, 3, 

de valued ty the judgment of man. 

And yer the ſight, by which we partake of all thebenefics of 

the light, and without which che light will avail us »orhing, nor 

yield us any comfort, as good old Toby (heweth, ſaying, —_ 

gaudium eft mihu qui in tenebris ſedeo? is but oneſenſe, _ ut 

A2 CAarce 


C10u$S, 


Job 2. 4- 


Gen, 2. I7., 


Hab., 2.4. 
The bloud- 


2 The only way ts preſerve Life. 
ſcarce the fifth parc of ihe happimeſs of the ſenſitive Crexure; a 


{mall thing, in refpe& of that mott ;wvalnable 200d, Which is 


recmed Lafe, and which is of more worth to Every living crea- 
cure, then 15S {the world ; forthe Father of Lies ſpake Trath 
herein, though co a lying exd, That Shin for Shin, and all that 
ever a man hath, he will groe for bis life. 

Therefore, as the great cbreamag that God laid upon A. 
dam, to deter him from Rebellion, and to detain him within 
cheCompaſsof his Obedience , was, 1z the day that thou eate| 
theveof then ſhalt die the death ; ſo the greatelt Bleſſing that he 
promiſeth to any man for all lis Service, 1s Life, or to live, 7s 
T he juſt ſhall live by faith. Which ſhewerth how deteſtable , 
beyond my ability of expreſſion,are thoſe blond-thirſty men, that 


thirſty, how ſo maliciouſly and wickedly do hunt af:er the life of man, and do 


dereſtable, 


Am, Marcellin 


L, 14+ 6, 10. 


Maith. 3. 7. 


3 Thel. 2.3; 


Dcath,how 
ictrible, 


ihed the bloud of ſo many Innocents; no wates like thar 
good God, which made not Death, nor delireth the Death of 
any ſimmer, much leſle the deſtruftio1r of che Righteows ; nor yer 
like Alexander, that knew not God, yet knew this, that when 
his Mother Ofympras, chat was a blandy woman, 1iy tiard upon 
him, to kill a certain incent perſon, and to that end ſaid 
oftento him, that ſhe carried him Nine Moneths in her Wand , 
therefore he had no reaſox to deny her ; anſwered hermodi miſe- 
ly, Good Mother, ach for that, ſome other reward and retompence , 
becauſe che life of man is ſo dear, that no benefic can counteryall 
ir, and the wnjuſt taking of it away is ſo haizons, thartt is im- 
poſhble for any wworzal man ro make ſatisfaction for fo great an 
offence. 

What ſhall we ſay then.to thoſe j#riuara i101, that when 
their own molt gyacrons King doth ſo often ſollicite for peace, do 
fill makethem ready for bartel, and have taken away the /rves 
of ſo many thouſands of men ? truly, if rfey are not 40 75d mr 
264%; , yer certainly theyare the ſons of Apollyon, the children 
of the Deſtroyer, that without ſperdy repentance Can zeceiveno 
berrer reward then dammation. ; 

Bur as life is the ſweerefF and the mef} excellent of at things 


Arifiot. Ethics thar sre in this world,ſo death ( ſaith the Philoſopher) eff omni 


t. 3, nf 6, 


aw terribi/inm terribillſimum ; becauſe this bringeth our pears 
to 


The only way to preſerve Life, 

to2n end, finitherh our dares, and purs a period to all onr joyes ; 

and though there is but one Way of /ife for all men, and that one 

alike to all, to come naked ont of their Mothers womb ; yer, as the Job r, 21. 


* Port ſaith, 


Mile meds lethi muſeros mors nna fatigat. Statius The. 
There are a thouſand waies to bring avyone 'of us unto his #444. |. 9. 
death. 
And here the Prophet threatnech dearh unto the people of The 1/raelizes, 


Iſrael many waies. how threatned 
Beocunque aſpiciunt, nihil eft ni ger & ether. Ovid de Trift, 
For, the City that went ont by a thouſand, ſhall leave a hundred,and 


that which went ont by an hundred ſhall leave ten to the houſe of Iſ= yerſ;, 
ral, chat is, as Rerigues and Hwgo (ay, the /ſraclues (hall be fo 
plagued by the Arias, as well in the three years hege of S4- 
maria, a5 alſo before and after theſame, by the Sword, Famine, 
and the Peſtilence, which, Sicut unda ſequitur undam, do ever 
follow like 7-bs Meſſengers, one in the heel of another, the 
fword alwaies bringing famine, and the famine producing peſt;- 
lence, ſo that almolt all (hall be conſumed, and ſcarce ren of an 
hundred ſhall beleft- And as the Spirit of God ſatth unto Eſay- 
«, Go, tell thu people, hear ye indeed, but underſtand not. Then Eſay 6.10, 
ſaid the Propher, Lord, how long ? and he anſwered, wntil the 

Citiesbe waſted without Inhabitant, ard the houſes withort man , 

nd the Land be mtterly deſolate ; So now this diſtreſſed, though raged, how 
formerly mcſt happy Kingdom, is threatned to be ſcomrged in threarned,jand 
like manner ;z With the worſt of wars, famines, and peſti- how miſcrable 
lences. We ate, 


2 Reg. 18, 18, 


Preſent Emque viris intendunt o mnia mortem. 
And as the Poet ſaith,all that we do ſee, ſay,we are appointed to 
be deftr oyed, and deſtined unto death ; when 28 S. Bernard ſaith, 
Ones fugere ſcimn?, ad quos neſcimns;, We know whom we would 
ſhun, but we ſcarce know where or to whom we may fleeto be 
ſafe and ſecured of our Lives ; tor as feremie ſaith, Ser- 
warts have ruled over us, and there is none that deth deliver us L4m-5.3,5. 
ont of their hand ; We get our bread with the peril of our lives, 
becauſe of the Sword of 1he Wilderneſs: And therefore as 
our Prophet ſait b , Wailirg is in all ſtreets, they ſay in all high- 
3 wajes 


” 
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Amos 5, 16, waits, alas, alas, and they call the hnisbandmas to mourning, and 
ſuch as are 5kilful of lamentation to wailings 
Elay 34-56. Yet ſeeing the ſword is the ſyord of the Lord, an4 itis the 
_—_— _ Lord that calleth tor Fame, and tne Peſtilence is the ſcourge of 
" God, which heſendeth among(t us, as our Prophet ſaith ; and 
HowGod dea. {Dat God never draweth his (word, and chroweth away the Scab. 
leth with his b6erd, aS1f he never meantto put it up again ; never ſends a fa- 
people. mize, but in that famine he Can feed the young Ravens that call 
on him,and ſatisfie the hungry with good things : and never powreth 
out any plagne, but char 1n tbe greateſt infett;21 he can preſerve 
his ſervants, "that although & thouſand ſhould fall b:ſides them, and 
Plal.g1 9. #61 thouſaud at their right hand, yet it ſhall not cone nigh them 
and never ſendeth any temptation, but if the fault be not our 
1 Cor, 10.13. own, he doth with the temptation make a way to eſcape, that we may 
be able to bear it ; becauſe he, being 9 mie 5% 61mpwsr, the Fa 
ther of mercies, and the God of all comfort, to them that fear 
him, as well as the God of fufice to render vengeance tothem 
that offend him, hath che ſuppling Oy of Mercy, as well as the 
ſharp Fine of Juſtice ro powre inco the wounds of every pem- 
tent (inner ; therefore our Prophet here joyneth to the La- 
mentation for Iſrael, an Exhortation to repentanceg and though 
he threatnech Death for our {ins , yer he ſetteth down an Aw 
tidote, Whereby we might , if we would , preſerve our life; 
Phyſitians,how 2nd though I confeſs the Phyſitians are very nſeful, and tobe 
uſcful. honoured, as the Scripture ſpeakerh , to be ſought after , eſpe» 
cially in the cimes of fickreſs and Mortality ; yer I am ſure that 
neither Hippocrates nor Gales, nor all the School of Salere , 
the whole Colledge of Phy/itians (hill ever be able to preſcribe 
a Petion, {o precious and ſo powerful ro p:eſerve your Life, as 
I (hill declare unto you; for God, whichis truth it ſelf, hath 
ſaidir; Seek the Lord, ad you (hall live ; wherein 1 deſire you 


2 Cor, 1.3. 


. co obſerve, 
wo parts © . 
; _ \# - _ z the beſt work, that you can do, Seek, the 
2. A Promiſe ; the belt rewsrd that you can defire, Aud 
x. The Pre- J9% ſhall live, 
cept, twofold. T- In the Precepr you may ſee there are tio words, and ſo 
Wo Parts. a Seth 
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I. Seek , Which is the A, that all men do. 
) 2, The Lord, which is the ObjeF of our ſeeking,where- 
in wot men fail, 
1. The word ſeck doth preſuppoſe that we have oft, or be 
without the Lord ; and ſo we have indeed, we lolt Paradiſe, we 1. The AR. 
loſt God, we loſt ou: ſelves, and our own Sowls, and are become 
lik? of ſheep without a Shepherd ; and therefore we haveegreat 
reaſon to ſeck,, and to leck diligently, till we find 7% amaurir, Luke 19, 10, 
what we loſt. And 
The loſs of God is nothing elſe but the withdrawing of his The lo's of 
Love, and the withholding of the influences of his favour from God wharir is 
us, like the parting of che Sun from our Horizon, whereby 
darkneſs followeth ; and ſo all wiſeries and miſchicts, fire and 
brimſtone, ftorws and tempeſt,wars. famines, plagues, and all evyls, 
mult be rhe lot of chem that /s# the love of God, but then you 
muſt conſider, 
1. The cauſe for which the Lord departeth from us. \ hd ani 
2, The wears whereby we ſuffer him co be detained from us. why the Lord 
I. The cauſe that driveth away God from us, 1s ſin ; for by departerh 
this Adams loſt him, and as the Prophet ſheweth, this makes from us,is fin, 
the ſeparation betwixt God and all the children of Adam : for 
your miguities have ſepar.ited between you and your God, and your 
font have hid bu face from ou that he will not bear, (auth Eſayas : 
Cap-59-2. And you may ſee this trurh further cleared and pro- | 
vedin*: Andit is no wervel that fin ſhould make ſuch a ſepa- IN 
ration berwixt God and us, if we conſider the nature of God, ae p 
and of fin, for, Rom.6, 23. 
G9od reſtifieth of himſelf that he is holy ; and rhere is as much Jam, r.x5, 
difference berwixt holineſs and fin, as is betwixt the cleareſt EY: 11.444 
light and the blackweſs of darkneſs ; for holineſs is of ſuch a re- 
iplendent Excellency , that the very Enemies of it, the pro- 
phaneſt Atheilts, that neicher fear God , nor regard men , Why fin-ſepa- 
yet will they, nill they, they cannot chuſe but approve it in 0- fates us trom: 
thers, though they rejett ic fron themſelves ; becauſe as Sene- _ j 
caſaith, Virtws in omninm animos lumen ſunns mmutits ut qu1 100 |, ihr nem 
ſequuntur eam, videaut tamen ; vertue and goodneſs do ſo thine gxcellents 
among all men , char they which «ſe it nor, which love it nor, 
; yer 


Two things 
confiderable, 


The nature of 
ſin, how exc- 
crable, 


Ang. de Civ. 


l. 14.c. 18. 


Chryſ. in Eph. 


C4. 


All fins nor 


alike. 
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yet cannot chuſe but ſee it, yea and confeſs ir roo,to be molt ad - 
mirable and excellent in it ſelf ; for what adwterer is ſo impure, 
bur rhat his conſcience Will tell him, eſpecially at ſome time or 
other, that chaſtity is better then his ſenſuality? What drunkard 
1s ſo beſorte{,bur chat his heart will tell him,eſpecially when be 
is ſober, that ſobriety 1s beter then ſwyfertino and drunkenneſs ? 
or what ſwearer 1s (0 far palt al\ graces, that his own ſoul will not 
rell him, and ſometimes compel his rongue to confeſs it, that to 
ſay zwdeed,is far better then by his h1deows oaths to loſe that God 
which made him,and heaped his bleſſings vpon him ? 

On che other (ide, //x and filthinets are ſuch ugly monſters, 
chat the very followers and pratiſers hereof cannor chuſe but 
condemn them and hate them in others, though they do love and 
follow the ſame in themſelves : yea as Sr, Ang. ſaith, rheythat 
are filhy themſelves, will call c heir own lewdneſs filthineſs, md 
though chey love ir, yet they will nor dare to profeſs it. And all 
this St. Chryſoſtom expreſſerh moſt elegantly, ſaying, mud ny 
ndpsm %, agg. Tels m0eudoiy dvrls Savui/e); Tordrer xgrie $ 
©D3 Tels ugriodgiy ay TWw x4T4197%mru, which in effeRt is, 
chat boteweſs is ſuch a thing , that the very Enemies thereof can- 
chuſe but admire it, and wickedveſs is ſuch a thing, that rhe very 
Lovers thereof cannot chuſe but condemy it ; therefore it is no 
wonder that God, which is holineſs ic ſelf in abſtrafts, ſhould 
hare all choſe that work wickedneſs. . 

Yer you muſt obſerve that as every offence divorceth not man 
and wife; ſo all ins do not alike ſeparate the love of God from 
us : for there be ſome (ins that do but anger him, ſo that be on- 
ly chides us, or molt gently corrects us, not in his indignation, 
wor as the Prophet ſaith, in his heavy diſpleaſure, but in love for 
the amexdment of the linner; and there be other fins, that do 
ſo highly provoke him, that he doth atterly forſake us, toexe- 
cute his wrath and vengeance upon the ſinner, for the honout 
of himſelf, and the ceftrution of the other, as the Lord ſaith, 
1 will get me honour «pon Pharaoh, that is, in his deſrufion, And 
therefore rhough we ought to rake heed of all ſins, yer more 
eſpecially of theſe ; becauſe they are more odjens unto God, and 
more pernicious unto our ſelves, Ny 

n 


The only way t0 preſerve Life, 7 
And berel find chree (ins ſec downof chis kind, whereby theſe 
Iſraelues lolt the Lord ; and they are 
1./dolatry againlt God, v.50, 26. Which were 
2. Jnjuſtice towards men. v.7. & 11, 3 deadly (ins ; 
3. Contempt of the Prieſt, whereby the: I (hal ſhew 
became harefal both tro God and man, \ ou in: their 
VU, IO, ; waer. k 
I. {dolatry\is a fin moſt havens and moſt odious unto God ; 
I know ſew or one ſo peſtiferous z for though * Atheiſm 1s a 
fearful ſin, ro be wwhoue a God in the World, without him, 
without whom we cannot live, we cannot move, we eaunot have 
our being ; Yet eAtheiſm (eemeth not ſo ugly a Monſter, and (o 
deteſtable unto God, as 1dolatry is ; and though the prophanation 
of Gods Holy Name is a tranicendenc fin ; yer this ſeems but 
to aſcend ſo' high-into Gods diſpleaſure as /dolatry doth ; For 
in the fickt precepe which is againlt Arbesſms, he doth nor ſay Thethree fear- 
without any threatning, thou ſhalt have noxe other Gods but me ; ful fins of the * 
andin the third precept which forbiddeth all vais ſwearing, he oy PS” 
doth but ſay, / wilhmet hold hins' guiltleſſe chat taketh my name OOO 
in vaing but in the ſecond precepr, where he prohibicech © c 
Idelatry, he ſeems to ſearch for words, and to coyn phraſes to 4 
expreſs his hatred co this fin, againſt which he expandeth his 
fury to a mighty reach, ſaying, 7 ans 4 jealous God, that do w1/t 
the fins of the fathers _ the childres unto the third and fourth Idolyrry how 
generation of thens that hate me, as if Idolateys only were the P**<ihlto 
chiefelt haters and the greatelt evemres of Almighty God ; and © * 
therefore moſt julily hated by God ; and no marvel; for as 
Plutarch ſaith, he, had rather men ſhould think there was ne- 
ver ſuch-a man in the world as Plutarch, than to ſay be was ſo 
ſavage and ſo cruel, as to kill and eat his deareſt friends and 
children ; ita ſatis eff nulles Deos credere, quans Devs noxios : 
Soir is better to think there are »o Gods, than to believe chem 
tobe ſuch as thy ſelf art, as the Propher ſpeaketh ; or like F«- 
piter,. Saturn, and the reſt of the Gentile Gods, that were 
murderers, *adulterers, and ſuch like wicked Gods : Gods. not 
worthy ro be wen. So iris better to do no ſervice unto. God, 
than to do that which is ſo exceedingly contumelions unto the 
B Deity; 


Exod.1417 


Pſal.1 06.36, 


How prone 


— the lſraclitc 


were to (all 


zaro Idolatry. 


Ver.26. 
1 In the 
Jage ro 


an when they 


worſh'/pp:d 
Moloc, 


Remphan who 


he was, 


G:n.31-34, 
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Deicy ; becauſe that ſervice which is ſo ipjurious unto God,and 
ſo derogatory to his honour, 1s molt acceptable unto the 
as the-ſrarlnzes, miſtaking the true ſervice, and thinking, 
ſacrificed untq God, dick 1nceed offer ther ſons and daughters 
wnto devils, as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaketh, ſuch is che mature ot Ido- 
latry ; Sochatyndeed Wecan never pleaſe the devil better, nor 
ſhew our ſelves fetbfaller ſervants unto him, than whenwe do 
chus —_— our God, and fhew our ſelves ſo per fidzows unto Hig 
Majelty. 
And 5. it is wonderful tro confider how apt and prone the Chil- 
dren of /ſras{ were to fall and tqwallew in this monitrous fingf 
1delatry : for no ſooner were they come out of Egype, butthey 
muſt worſhip God in the ſhape of a goidew Calf, to they tured 
the glory of the incorruptible God, inte the fimrlitude of « Calfe tha 
eatah bay ; ind no ſooner was any good man dead that badplan- 
red the rrue Religion amopgſt them, but preſently they ſupplanted 
the ſame by their Ida/arry y and this our Prophet ſhewethat 
large inchis Chapter, as 
I, To obſerve the order of their commueing it, and not of 
- the Prophets ſertimg of it down, when he faith, you have boys 
the tabernacle of your Males ;, thit is, in the wilderneſs; when 
Moſes was talking with God on mount Sines, as Sr, Hierewe and 
Repertes think z or rather, as Riberathinketh, when chey com- 
micred fornics 10n with the daughters of Mad, that were the 
next adjoyning neighbours unto the Ammenites, whoſe godrhig 
Moloe was ; and you have born Chiun, your images, the ſtar of your 
god, which ye made to your ſelves; or as St. Stephen reads it out 
of the Seprnogint, the ſtar of y1ur God Rtmphan, Or ; 
as others read1t, which Grra/das takes to be Hercules 3 Kibera 
thinks him to be Fwpiter ; bur St. Hierom, Remigius and Beds 
take it for the (tar of Yer, which going before the Sun in 
the morning was called Lucifer, and following the Sun at night 
was called Heſperw, 2nd was worſhipped by the Syrians, 
as the Queen of Heaven; and as Seryiws, pon chat verſeof 
Virgil.” 
y mo PI Dees agitatague namina Troje , obſerveth how 
the Gentiles carried their raelary gods with them, as _ 


. 
4 


$ 
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6id her fathers Idols,»hither ſorver chey went : ſo the Iſrarhnerin 
imiracion of cthem,carried theſe /wages in the Tabernacle after 
a moſt ſo/ern and a pompous manner. 

2. The Propher (heweth their -Jdolatry,, when he fordids- 2 In their ler- 
them to ſeek Bethe/, and to enter into Gilgat, 6r to paſs into 1<d Land. 
| ; becauſe theſe places' Berfyl and Gilgat towards the | Reg 23/8: 
North, and Berrſkeba Sourhward, were the arrermoſh parts #nd ; reg 15.29. 
borders of che Holy Land, where Feroboans did ſer up his golden 


alves. 
—_ che Children of //-ael were ſuch calves, char all the holy The reaſons 
Prophets and the godly Kings, could never ichdrawthemy from! JÞY ME cal 
the 1dblatroxs ſetvice of theſe calves; and the rexfons thereof re atwaies 
you may gather out of the Text. | ready to wor- 
1, Becauſe they were ſuch gods as gave-thel vaſe and  __y 


') 2. Becauſe they were cx/ves- | 
| 3. Berauſethey were golder Ealves7 
4. Becanſe they had woddes Priefts ; 16 bitter than 
I, ſaid, it © too to go to | 3 x Reaſon. 
that is, roo Much coff, and roomuch :7 for fe kvewrhe - 
ple would like very welf of that which would givec 
moſt exſe, and prove leaſt unto then; aFmen had 'ta- 
ther fit to hear, than kvee/ ropray, and to give a ſtall ſtipend 
to their poor Lefiwrer, than pay the tewth of all their increaſe 
unto their learned Paſtor ; bur this liberty overthrew all their 


piety. _ | | | 

= He made ewo-calves, t there can Cone 2 Reaſon, 

only t6 imirzre thei? former ice ir the Wilderneſs, andthe 

uſual worſhip in'Egypt,- becauſe heknew men would be exfily 

ſeduced to theit o/d wont, bur eſpecially to inlatge cheir liberty, 

to let them ſerve God as they /zff,, whicti is'very pleaſing ro fleſb 

and bloud ; becauſe the calves were ſuch gods,” 8 did not wich 

cate what fetvice was done utro thett';' yer” © at: 

F_-4- ſe ups goldeivenlves,co'make's florions (hew,becauſerhe z Reaſon.) 
neſt bypecr;tes it! the world would fain ſeem ro do all for che 

bonony of God, and Mts mage” of the true Religivn, ug 

2 chr a 


2.4 


e 


= Juven,4,16, 


4 Reaſon, 


> MAcb9.1:. 


Cha. 30.8. 


1 Reg. 12.30, 


Ver.x7, 


I6 The\#vly wiy 0 preſerwc Life, 
chra laveria, da mihi fallere, da juitum ſarttumque videri, when 
as indeed it is but /;ke their goo, a calfe, though of gold, yet dead 
withour ife, without ſexſe 3 and ſuch 1s the-Religion of all Hy- 
poerites, a liveleſiand a ſenceleſs Religion ; let them preteud what 
they pleaſe. And. \.. 

4+  Thatihey'might /leep in their fins, and never Wake, they 
mult have Prieſts of the loweſt of the people, which were not of thy 
ſons of Levi, that is, of the regular miniſters and conformable 
Clergy, but thoſe that were fitteſt for ſuch Libertines, as be- 
1pg neither able” for their. Learning to know God, to teach his 


' '* trmhjand confure Ergonrs, nor daring for rheir baſeneſs:0 Cons 


h THIR e deHyps 19-2By of all cheir wiched waies ; for Jrobuam 


knew that Learned men, and men of worth, would never adore 
fuch Calves, though they were made of Gold ; nor yet humour 
their people 1n their eaſe, idlexeſs, and [dolatry ; - thereforewhen 
men would change their Religigpgthey mult change their Priefs, 
even as Chriſt did-wheo he: « laed, bs; Jepyh ſervigt into 
the Chritran Religion, he changed the Order , of the Prieſt herd, 
ſaith the Apoſtle ; ſo when we would overth;ow the tree Re- 
ligion; and make way far” Liberzynes, we mult cait our rhe jw 


' Priefts,, and with Jerchoams, take tor hem the baſeſt of thepeo- 


ple, \chilgrenf, baſe avene- wir; than the each, 28 Job ſpeaketl, 
whcadperbe confuts kereſie, nor lander. Jdolatrry among 
cheic fi TO IO MIT IC As. 2h "Aſp. 


Bur what Caich the Text ? this became 2 ſan, 41 indeleable in 


Qy Iſrael, thatgauſed them to be led- into perpet##/ Captivity, 
and co loſe their everliving Ged,becauſe they ſerved theſe go/dev 


E canrEng mage led by zoe weadden Procffs.; 406 {0 rhe Prophct 


ſecteth down, .berefors. will-4 cauſe you.to go ante «capervity begon 
Damaſcus, ſauh the Lord, whoſe name ts Wo God of , Hoſts, ag9 1 


1 Reg. 14. 16, WaSfuch an everlafting hain to Ferebeam, that it.ig his andeleable 


&c,15.30, 


zndependent, and ſerve Gad as he pleaſeth ;\ and all ſuch dewed 


\Epittuce,” carbons -nocabilis. atro;, Feroboam the ſonnf, Nebat that 

And it were well.jf this ian reached nofartber than rhe chul- 
dren of 1fract ;"fax.indeed {uch-is the narare. of, all, men; aptand 
prone to deviſe ſervices unto God as they liſt 3 Every one malloc 


ſervice 
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evice is nothing elſe but /de/atry,ſaith the Apoſile : and there- Cola.13. 
ore St. John writing unto Chriſtians, concludes his Epiſtle with 2 Job.5.21, : 
little ch#ldren, keep your ſelves from Idols, Which is worth our ob- 
ſgvation ; becaule they might ( as many do) make an del of 
many things ; of their Pulpzc, of their, Preachers,of their Altars, 
and of the molt conſecrated bread inthe Euchariſt, when, as che 
Church of Reme doth itto this very,day, they tranſubſtantiate 
the ſame to become Corpus Domini, and do orally eat that with 
their teeth, which the Scripture teacheth us to cat ſacreamentally 
by faith ; which very do&trine of rranſubtantiation, and thereup- 
on the adoration of their hot and the aſforteos of it,as.the 1ſrac-' 
lzes did their Moles, I (ett, if, it be rightly diſcuſſed, will prove 
tobe lictle leſs than /delarry ; for.as 1 will not rejet,chat ermcb, __ 
which the Devi/ uttered, T how art Feſus the San of the moſt high 11, af 
Ged, nor refuſe the four Goſpels, and the three Creeds, of the &# 
Apeſtlts,the. Nices and Athavafan,becauſe the Pope uſeth them, 
bur will believe. all therrath char the Church. of Kowe belieyech, 
and th&rein joyn with them the right hand of fellowſhip ; {o I will 
bate the erronrs, and detelt-che /dolarry of any Church thac com- 
mittethit. . * ; - 
' And thetefare, though as the Chriſtians of the Primuzye How the Pri. 
Church were molt Fallly craduced, and charged co be the cau- uiv* CRE , 
< of all che galamrties,dearths,wars,(edicion, and all the other rad -ges _” 
ls that happened unto the Hoachens, ( which indeed chem- ; 


ſelves were, the ſole cauſes. of, becauſe they would: not 
become Chriſtians) and therefore perſecuted the Church of 
Chriſt, and in all thei: Counſels had none other Concluſions bur 
Chrif:4n0; ad leangs, let.us throw ayay Weſe Chrittians to 
the Lyons, to the fires, and tothe #uters3 ſo now the Exemres 
The truth ſay, we are Papiits, and Idolatrous, and the cauſes 
of all theſe calamities that are tallen upon this Lan\ ; and there- yy, we +:< 
forelet chem be deprived, degraded, and deliroyed ; yet in ve-. now flan.c:c0, 
iy, deed we are ſo far from thoſe points, which Tewel, Cran- 
as Laimer,and the ceſt of thoſe 'holy Martyrs, and godly Re- 
mers concluded to be Popiſh and [dolatrons, that as, we have 
fEHerts moſt Tearzedly refuted them, ſo we are molt conſtant- 


lj reſolved to oppugn them while we /ive,. and rather io lole 
a Our 


 Marc1n.'9. 
"= Row,z.s, 


Jer.s 9- 
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our tives, than to depart from the erwe proteftant fairh, and ty 


' embrace the 1de/atry of any Church in che Wortd: and you 


muſt bxow, that as the Phrlofopher ſarch, Non quia affrmatur,” 
ant negarur, res erit, velnoy erin, tings are not ſo and (6, he- 
cauſe they are reported to be ſuch ; as Gold is not Copper, becauſe 
an ignorant Art;ff affirmeth ic, nor Copper Gold, becauſe the 
like: # avoucheth ir; ſo a wicked man tis rior geod, nor 


; Rebels loyal, becaufe flarterers commend them; neuher iss 


good man wicked, nor faithful SubjeRts malignarts, nor ue 
eſtants, Popiſh, becauſe the flanderers rraduce them; u 
Chriſt was neicher 4 dr»»kerd, nor a glactton, though the 
accuſed im of borh ; and we are neicher Papyſ?s nor Puſh 
though asthe Apoſtle ſaith in the hike caſt, we are andermaſh 
reperted to be ſuch, bur things ought to be affirmed co be 2; 
are indeed, and men ought to righteous judgements ; 
then you might ſee, and ſo be afſared, we are ſo far from Po 
y, thar as I ſaid before, we lay on rhem liccle lefs crime, than 


1 . 
And ſeeing #davwris derived ab «Jv video, we ſee it tay 
be derived farther and brought wearer to our ſelves, then the 
Church of Rome ; for ſo men may, as St. Hierow ſaith, ereRt an 
1dblt in their own brains, as the worldling makes his Gold to 
be his god; che Heretiques and Sepirarifh make an dell of 
cheir alt Religion : the preciſe Hypocrite makes an dof of his 
difſembled party - and the very Rebels make an /dol of. theit ſe- 
ducers and leaders, and their own molt ob inate opinions: and. 
all rheſe, and che like, do offer up /dolatrows ſ:crifices upon the 
Altar of their own folly; and therefore well mi AID 
ſay, Keep your ſelves from 1dols ; becauſe the children of the 
Charch, when they leave their irne Leaders, and take blind 
guides, may ſoon fall'and'be filled with /dolatry. And ſeeing 
we have ſo many ſ«ch rebellious Idolaters amongſt us, if thete 
be any /delaters in the world, is ir any wonder that God ſhould 
ſo abundantly poure out his indignation upon us ?" or that be 
ſhonld not wifit for theſe things, and be avenged on ſuch « natin 


aitlu? 


2. T»juſtice wasthe other fin, whereby the 1ſrarlyes loftthe | 


Lord, 
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Lord, when as the Prophet ſatth,chey earned judgment nts werns- Ver 7, 
wed, and leſt off righteonſneſin the earth : wherein you may ob» The ſecond fin 


ſerve two things in the iniquity of this people, of the Irae- 
I. Generally among all the Vulgar ſort. lres, Injuſtices 
2, NY among the very Fadges and Princes Of Jer.,.x; 
the Land. : 


1, The comnon people left off r:ghteowſneſs, and deale moſt 1 G 
wjuſtly one with another, opprefſing the poor, afflifting.che juſt, _— 
and filling chemſelves with chefts,robbertes, and all ocher kinds 
of —_—_— fins able DOI whole earth, and Thepraite o& 
to defiroy all the Soezety of mankind ; for jaftice eftabliſheth , x25 3uc 
the thrones of Kings, it exalterh a nation, it is ate of peace, _ 
che mocher of preſpericy, the preſerver of awity, and as Theognis Pro, 14, 34. 
ſaith, . : \% Theog,p. 431. 
U 3 Inguoouon omni mas” dprri ri And on the other fide 
1) and oppreſſion» as Solomon ſaith, i able fo wake 4 wiſe man Eccleſ.3.7. 
nat and injuſtice is the deſtroyer of peace, the producer of War, 
and the bringer of whole C:i/es, Kingdoms and Nations to con- 
fuſion ; for as St. Aug. ſaith, Ow ſmnt regna, remora juſtiriagnfo 
magna larrocinia? What are Kingdoms,it yourake aw3y jwftice, 
butasour (Gries are now in molt parts of our Land, the Dins 
Thieves, that enrich themſelves with the treaſures of wickedneſs, Mica.6.13. 
and are clad-with the ſpoiler of the poor f 2nd how 1s ir poflible 
that men (hoold live one by another,cam vivitur ex 74pto ? When 
Pillaging and Plundeting ſhall become our common trade, and 
thegreat mens ſtrevgth ſhall become the Law of juſtice ? and yer 
this is not all, for 

2. As the Prophet Eſay ſaith, their Privces, that is, their 2 Particularly; 
chief Lords, were rebellious and companions of thieves; and 1.1.23. 
their Judges their Sanhedrims, and great Council of Seate 2ffli- 
ed the jw/f, as our Prophet ſaith, and took bribes, and gwr- Ver. 12: 
md afide the poor in the gate from their right; and what a la- Jer 5 5, 
mentable thing is this, when the poor, che tacherleſs, and che 
widows that are oppreſſed (hall come unto the gods to ſeek 
relief, and they ſhall find chem like Devils ? to add for- 
mws unto their affliftions, and to make the remedy far worſe 
thas the diſeaſe, when a man ſhall ſpend more in getting his 


right 


14 The only way to preſerve Life_) 
right, then his 7;ghr is worch, or when as che Propher ſaith, the 
judgement ſhall be turned into wormwood ; Which 1s now Withus, 
aS1t was with them, the very Stare of this Kingdom z far 
when His Majeſty called a Parliament, the higheſt Court of Ju. 
Rice in our Land, I may ſay of it, as the Lord Caich of - Iſrael, 
when he looked for grapes, it brought forth wild grapes :, when 
we expeted jaſtice, bebold we found opprefſron and wry, 
yea, ſuch oppretlions, ſuch mjwſtice, and fuch craeley we found 
among theſe ' Judges and Princes of 1ſrael, as cannotbepar 
| lel'd among the work of Pagans ; ſo that now indeed they have 
7 _ Turned judgement into wermmoed ; Which by reaſon of its ex 
emer Ll.) ceeding bitterneſs made the French Proverb, Fort comme 4 
—__ ou abſyite; and made the Greek.comicks to call it «799, thatis, 


£ogico; | . 

Jadgmene ru - 19 ab . 
54 oct t And judgement may be turned into wor mewood two ſpe- 
wood wwo | | Cial waies. | 

1 Way. 1. When it-is done, 8s ic was upon Nabeth, without any 


lour of right, without «»y cauſe; and inthe higheſt degreedf 


injuftice, with the greateſt meaſure of iniquity : as when Ari-- 


ſftides was Vaniſhed our of* Athens, juftas, quiz juſtus, and 
the Chrifians were perſecured and murdered, \only quis 
Chriſtian; ; and the Biſhops are now. hated of many men, only 
becauſe they are Biſhops, chat is enough, though we can find wne 
other cauſe in them worthy of death, or of bonds, And this igin- 
deed abſymhio amarims, bitrerer than Wormwood, and is done 

Jer,5 9, by none but by the Sons of Belzal ; And ſhall I net wijit for theſe 
things ? 

2 Way, . When it 1s done 2s Sw/pitins Gallus did with his wife, 
becauſe ſhe walked abroad without her wazrle, or as the Elder 
Cato did often ceal with offenders, and P. /£ milzns did with 
Ratilins, inflict 2 puniſhment for 2 juff fault, burin the high- 
eſt degree of ſeverity ; for though ſometimes ſeverity may and 
onght to be uſed, wt mg ay farrores np - = 
cia flagita pumantwr, that the fury of the wild unruly 
ye be refrained, and Aw offences, as Treaſous and 
Rebellions, and the like tolerable fins, may by the puniſh» 
ment of ſome be prevented in others ; for ſo we find that whole 

(OWNS 
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Towns have been burnc to aſhes, and fawow Cities have 
been wtterly deliroyed for the Twmales and rebellions of wn- 
dutifel and difloyal Citizens ; yetino:her caſes, as M, Cicero Lib. 19. in foe, 
ſaith in Marcellinus, When it was in my power Either 10 con- 
demu, or to abſolve, 1gnoſcexd; non paniend; quercbans canſas, 
1 did rather ſearch out the means to ſave them, then look 
after the cauſes to puniſh them ; or as Alphonſus, being adviſed 
by ſome of his followers, ut ne n1m1wms lems erge ſms efſet, that 
he ſhould no be coo gentle rowards his people, left they might 
bring him into conremprt, anſwered more graciouſly, that he Good men are 
waz rather to take heed, »e nmia ſeveritas conciliet irvidiam, naturally cle © 
leſt too much ſeverity ſhould beger bim hatred: ſo I believe meur. 
it is the natureof the beſt men to be {aſt ſevere, as holdingic 
the better courſe to offend on th2 ſafer fide, and rather mercs- 
fully roremir ſomewhat of the puniſhment that is due, than 
rigoronſly to add «»y thing more than is juſt ; becauſe merey 
rejojceth againſt judgement, and it 1s bardly believed that che 
ſon of Severity can be a good child of the God of Clemency, 
becauſe as the Poet ſaith, m—=— Sola deos equat clementia nobss * Claud, 
And the Scripture reproveth the _ of cruelty towards the Excels of ſe- ; 
reateſ Enemies of Gods Church ; For the Lord chrearneth to verky —_— «1 
Freak the bars of Damaſcus, and to ſend a fire into the houſe _ PEoy 
of Hazael, and to devour the pallaces of Benbadad ; and why hs 
will the Lord do all chis ? but becauſe they were not ſatwfied 
with the ſubjeCtion of che G:leaduees, but when they had was- 
»iſhed them, they fhewed themſelves ſo mercileſs, that to (a- 
rife their wrath upon thems they thraſhed thens with thraſbing yy.ue. . 
inſtruments of Jrou : And ſo the Lord threatneth the MMoabnes, 
that he would ſend « fire wpon Moab, which ſhould devour the 
Pallaces of Keriath; and Moab fhould die wth tunmult, with _— 
ſhouting, and with the ſonnd of the Trumpet ; and he would cut | 
off the Fudge from the midſt thereof and would [lay all the Prin- 
ces thereof with him : And why would the Lord &o all this 
unto the Aoabites ? but becauſe they were not ſatisfied With 
the ſpoyls of the Edomartes, bur like mercileſs wretiches, tri- 
umphing in the miſeries of miſerable men, they were ſo ;- 
raged rgainſt them, that like — which were void - 
a 


* 
» 
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2 Reg 3,27, 3ll humanity, they burnc the bones of the King of E doms into lime ; 
tor it is not acceptable unto the Lord, that any man ſhould inſal; 
over his enemies in the day of their deſtrwft:on, nor ſpeak proud- 
ly in the tze of their diſtreſs : and therefore we mult examire 
g#0 anime,as well as qus ſupplicio,wve do puniſh the greate#t cranſ- 
greſlours ; beciuſe God oftentimes is offended with the wamer 
of that puniſhment, whereof in reſpeC of the warrer be him- 
ſelf is the author, 

And yer, as in judgements and puniſhments you muſt quilific 
your own Afﬀettions, to Co all without bitterneſs; 1o you 
mult look to the quality of the offender z for the ſame cenſure 
1s not <0 be impoſed, not the ſame puzi/Fmert to be inflicted on 
him that finnech through wfirmity, and upon another that op- 
polerh awthority, and hnneth chrough ebſtinacy ; upon him that 
1$ ſeduced to rebellion, and upon the ſeducers and leaders of 

All fias not che more ſimple Rebels: for though all fins deſetve punich- 
ns, ol the ment, yer all fins are nor alike, neicher do all commir the 
ed alike, Joe 109 alike ; 'but ſome fins are more contrafted and more 
p private, and others ate more publick and more ſpreading ; and 
rherefore far more dangeroxs than the oth-r, becauſe ſach 

finners, & peccant & decent peccare : and therefore God orde- 

reth h.s judgements according to the offences ; fins of jufir- 

wit; he pumitherh with pity, and mixerh his puniſhments with 

(lemency, but- upon horrible fins he laye:h terrible puniſh- 

Micah.5.15, ments, and as he ſaith in'/ficah, He will execute vengeance mn 
s anger; ſo when the Jews were grown incorrigible, he 

Jer.21.7, ſuch, He will deliver them into the hand of thoſe that ſeek their 
life, and they (ball ſmite them with the edge of the ſword, ard ſtall 

xot ſpare them, nor have pity, ror have mercy wpon them : and 

ſuch a fin is mwrder, and the ſhedding of innocexr blcul, 

—_— 3» whereof the Lord ſaith, T hine eye ſhall not pity hins, but life ſhall 
Et vide Exch, $9 for life. And ſich afinis the fin of Rebelliow, which 15 as 
$.17,18. the fin of Witchcraft, and ſpreaderh it (e'f like a Gangrene, 
and infeteth many mullions of men ; and therefore the refilt- 
'ing ef awthority ceſetveth more ſevericy and leſs clemency, 

than ay fin, 2s you may ſee it inthepuniſhment of Corab, 

Dathav, ard Abiram, wh? in the ju?gement of God himlelt 

deſerved 


£ ea OS ?D 
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Ceſerved no jets (14N tO be conſumed With fire from Heaven, of Rebellion how 
to be (ent down quick, to Hell ; Whick in che judgment of Op- horrible a ſin. 
tat, iS ſo fearful and unparallei'd a vengeance, ſhewing the 

tranſcendext odtoulnels of rebellion, that the like cannot be 

found lince the creation Of the world : becauſe rebelling 2g2inſt 

lawful Authority is no leſs than fighting 1gainit the divine Ma- 

jelty; and therefore the moſt holy Saints of the Primitive 

Church, that were molt innocent in all cheir lives, would nor- 
wichltanding ſufter the moſt cruel death, rather than they would 

reſiſt this ordinance of God ; 0? otherwiſe, if chey had ſo impu- 

demly reviled their Heathen Judges, and ſo rebelliowſly refilted 

their per ſecuting Kings, as you ſee many have done of late againlt 

the molt graciows Princes, the Chutch had never canonjzed chem 

for godly Martyrs, but had regiffred thetn among the moſt wic- 

ked Malefattors. 

3, Contempt of the Prieſt was the laſt, bur not the leaſt (in The third fin 
whereby the /ſraelztes loſt the Lord, when they hated bim chat of the Iſrae- 
rebuked in the gate, and abhorred hin that [pake wprightly, thac (its. 
is, the Prophet or Preacher, ſaith Cornelins & Lapide ; ar *ouny 
the Jews had their Tribwnals and: Judgements in the gates of 
their Cities, as Moſes (heweth : and therefore Ferewy, Ames, Deut.21-10, 
and the reſt of Gods ſervants ſate alſo in the Gates, as you may 
ſee ®, rorebuke the wrong Judgements, as St. Hieroms and Lyra * Jer 17 19, 
note ; and to ſpeak prightly, that is, Perfefiuns & ſantinuns Eldras 1,2.c.8, 
ſermonem, a perfe& and a juſt Judgemenc, as the Sepruagine 
and Symwmachns render it ; and »bw the people hated and abbor- 
red ; which is the hejghe of all iniquicy, to reje& the Prophet, 
and to exclude his comnſe! from our judgements : for as the Mats 
Gout is the ſhame of the Phylitian, becauſe he cannot core it, reje& their 
ſo this is the plague of the ſoul, and a fin that is incurable 3 Teachers and 
for though a man commits navy and great fins, and lead$a very Paſtors,arc 
d:ſſolme life ; yer if he will durifully hearkes unco counſel; and incurable, 
patiently bear with his rebwkes, there is great hope of his 
amendment ; but as the diſcaſed that is deadly fick, and yer 
like ”y ws that would not be perſwaded that ſhe was blind, 

h ſhe could ſee no more than a mi{foxe, mill not believe 
that he is ſich, and cannot _— the ſight of his Phyfician, 
2 runs 
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runs on a pace to dearh without any hope of life; Cs the 
7 ndges that bate the Prophets company, and abhor the affiltance 
of the Prieſts in their judgements, as the /ſraelites now did,ard 
that fianer Who doth hate his Teacher, and ſhuns the ſociety of 
him that ſeeks to ſave his ſoul, have lictle fg» of grace, and 
, as little hope of erernal lifz; and therefore the Scripture c&. 
ſcribing the deadly eſtate of the moſt deſperate finners, ſuch 2x 
-- With Ahab had ſold themſelves to work wickedne!s, (lith, 
they are like theſe that contend with their Prieſts, of whom there 
is little hope and leſ? good to be expected any waies; foris 
17 poſſible that a blind man ſhould find his way, when he bees 
away his Leader? Or that a child ſhould thrive, when he bites and 
beats away his zwrvſe that gives htm ſuck? So it 1s impoſſible 
that they ſhould do well: which” hare the /ighe, or char they 
ſhould ever learn any god, Which abhor tae 7 eachers of all god- 
lineſs. 
Gemlde calo Gemunian tells us,thw the Minifters of Gods word are like 
{.1 6.22, the Hyades, whereof Fob ſpeaketh; - | 
Job 9 9. I, B:cauſethe Hyades of Plriades, as we tranflace them, are 


Hol 4-4. 


4 | The Preachers ,, yr, ftzrs, {© called from! their effef#s; the word Hyades of 


= the By®- >, hignifying nothing elſe bur raw ; So the Pre'chers pout 
1. Reſpet, Out the ſhowers of heavenly dottrine upon the barren ground 


of our ſouls, ro make them ſruirful, even as Moſes ſaith, My 
- Deut.zz », | 4oftrine fhall drop as the rain, and my feech (ball diftill a the 


a, ReſpeR, 2, Becauſe that as when the Pleiades do ariſe; the daies 
| levgthes, the Sun is hotter, and the Earth producerh more plew- 
tiful fruits ; ſo by the preaching of Gods word, the light of 
ruth is increaſed, the hear of Chriltian love and charicy is kind- 
Jed, and che holy fruit of all good works is increaſed: There- 
fore-if the Preachers be as the rai to make us frazrful, as the 
hight to drrect our waies, as our Fathers to inſtruct us,and as the 
Angels.of God to bring us into heaven, as the Scripture teltt- 
feth char they are, then I'beſeech you cell me, what holy fruit, 
what heavenly light, or what Chriftian good can be in them, 
that deſpiſe their 7 eachers, and expell their fathers from their 
ſocieties ? | - 
et 
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Yet this was the lin of the Jſraelites, and 1 fear, we cannor 
free our [elves from it : for how have they been uſed (ince the 
beginning Of this Parhament? Was not he moſt cried up, that 
cried molt againſt the Church and Church-men? And men of »o 
wte became famous 1n the Houſe by making inveRive ſpeeches 45 feinaSdp. 
2gainft the Biſhops, and he was deemed molt elequent that was 7% ry xbg- 
molt birter agiinit chem; and how hive chey been handled ever {© 797%7 
fince t Vored out of all their meavs, and not any thing lefe them > wot 
to buy them b:ead : graviera morte ; and being thus mace as the r I 
filth of the world, and the off- ſcouring of all things unto this day, as Heb.11,38. 
che Apolile ſpeaketh : they are eicher cal} with Foſephinto the 24 37: 
dungeon, Or driven to wander in deſerts, and 1» mountains, and in 
dens and caves of the earth, being deſtumte, affiified, tormented ; And 
Imay ſay of ſo!ne of them with Feremy, they that did feed delj- Wr.5-9.) 
cately are deſolate in the ſtreets, they that were clad in ſcarlet em- 
brace dunghils, they ſigh and ſee bread, and have given their plea- 
ſant things for meat to relieve their ſouls. And ſhall I not viſit for Lam.s x, 
theſe things, ſaith thg Lord, and ſhall wot my ſoul be avenged on ſuch % 1.11, 
4 ration 45 thy ? Yes,ſaith our Prophet : and for theſe things the 
Iſraelites loſt the Lord : and we may fear he hath left us for the 
ſame faults, 
2. The weaxs or Waies by which we depart from God and ſo , -.,.; 
ies 
loſe the Lord, are very many ; I will only name unto you theſe whereby God 
three, whereby Joſeph loft our Saviour in Jeruſalem ; is loſt from us, 
[. Negligent ſecurity: | 
And they are, Y2?. /gnorant blindneſs. 
3. Obſtizate opunon. 

I, Toſeph went with Chrilt into the Temple, bur through neg- 1, way, 
ligenceto look after him, he went howewards without him,ſorhe 
nepleft 10 ſeek God,is the only way to loſe God ; bec:uſe as Saint 
Gregory (aith, Omen tentationts certamen ſuperare non valuit, ſepe 
ſecuritas deteriuzes ftravit. 

2. Joſeph knew not that Chriſt was left behind him ; and 2, Way, 
ſo many men know wot that they are without the Lord, being 
like the Inhabicants of Egypt thit reap the benefits of Nils, 
bur. are ignorant of the fownte;w from whence it ſprings ; be- 


cauſe they are ignorant of their faith and of their own moſt 
C 3 deſperate 
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deſperate condition, While they have more care of the Evidexce 
of cheir Lands, than they have of the aſſurance of their Salva 
tion. | 

>. Way, 3. Foſeph thought that Chriſt was gane before with their 
f:iends, and thereby he was deceived; ſo many men loſe the 
Lord by their falſe perſwaſions ; for Arins thought he found 
Chrift when he denied his Deity ; Saint Pax thought he did 
» God good ſervice when he perſecuted the Saints of God ; and 
ſo many men, as thoſe ſedir20us Preachiers and Browniſts about 
London, and many other pares of this Kingdom do think, 
perhaps, they teach the eruthof God, when as God knoweth, 
they teach the people »ocbing elſe buc the moſt deiferare and 
damnable de&rine of devils, when they perſwade them to re- 
fiſt the ordinance of God, wich commandeth every ſoul to ſub- 
m1t it ſelf wnto the higher powers, and that is the King, as Saint 
8 Per,2.13, Peter teftifierh; and ſo by theſe falſe thoughts thzy do ater» 
| ly loſe the true God, and ſhall fixally loſe themſelves, unleſs 
they do ſpeedily change their minds ; and therefore as che Em- 
perour Antonizns Was Wont to ſay in another caſe, ſo I ſayin 
this, ejice optmionems,” fi vis ſalvns eſſe, calt away fuch falſe opinions 

and believe rhe rruth, relic not on your ſelves, nor on your ty; 
Leaders,bur as our Prophet ſaith, Seek the Lord,aud you ſhall live, 
any ſo much for che cauſes and the wares by Which we loſe the 

rd, 


What we Now when the Lord is lf, the only remedy that we have 
—_— isto ſeek, him ; but alas beloved, is ic in our power to find him, 
Joſt God, or have we any abil;ty ro ſeek him ? Can the lolt ſheep find 
- Gen.z. her ſhepherd, or could Adam ever ſech afier God, it God bad 
not ſoughr after him, and called him, Adam, where art they ? 
I mult anſwer like Arhanexs riddle, 2 m1ar and no man, with a 
fone and no (tone, kill'd a bird and no bird, that ſateupon a 
tree and no tree ; that is, an Ewawch, with a puny killed a bat 
upon 2 femnel ; ſo I ſay, it is, anditisnot: for if you ſpeakof 
a man wnregenerate, and as yer deſtitute of Gods grace, he can 
no more ſeek, for grace than dead Lazar: could raiſe himſelt 
our of his grave : bec:uſeche Apolile affirmeth all co be, 1ovis 
Tols magghapart x; 76; «vapries, dead in treſpaſſes and ſins : 10d 

our 


Rom.13, 


—_ ws aw a. @ © 
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our Saviour ſaith, Without me you can de nothing : and Proſper Joh. 15.5, 
calleth the grace of God,Creatricem boneruns in nob#s, the Creator 2#þis iu? 8 
of all che goo4 that is in us, according to that ſaying of the Apo. N23 296» 
le, aurs £0uty moinua, we are bis workmanſhip, Xihwrres © Xergey Profs tet 
_—_— in Chriſt Jeſus : and you know that a creation is from ag . _ 
not Ding. 
be: when the Lord hath quick»ed our dead ſpirits, and wu/- 

lified our hard hearts, then he looketh that we ſhould not be, * 

quaſi dormicutes quaſi non volentes, 2S men aſleep and negligent of 

our own good, bur that we ſhould diligemly eek the way, and 

finding the ſame, to walk therein : for this exhortation tO ſeek, the Eph.2.10; « 
Lord,and our Saviours invitation, to come unto him, and the like, 

do ſufficiencly evince, that in all Chriſ1avs. GoJ worketh not Mar,11,28, 
rent in lapidibus inſenſatis, 25 In ſenſeleſs tones, or in creatures 

that have no reeſon, as Saint Awguſtine (peakerh, butin men 

that have a freedows of will to follow after choſe things which 

do pertain unto ſalvatios ; Qmia liberum arburinm now 1deo tolli- Aug in Epil, 
tur quia juvatur, ſed ideo jwoatur quia non tollitur z becauſe our 39-14#/6.2, 
free-will is not taken away, becauſe 1t 15 helped, buc ic is there- 

fore helped yecauſe it is not taken away,as the ſame Sr, Anguſtine 

ſpeaketh. And Fs/gentixs bath the like ſaying, 4.2. De verunate 

pedeſt. 

And therefore ſeeing the Devil can neither forc:bly compel Mow the devil 
us to any evil, nor vislently detain us fron any good, bur only by inticethus,and! 
the propoſal of ſedncing objeCts, and by the ſubcle ob/caring the Kron 6 __ 
beauty of the perfett good, to a/lare us unto the one,and to with- k : 
draw us from the other, We ought to arm our ſelves with 2 reſo- 

Intionto follow the comnſel of the Provher, to Seek the Lord that 
we mioht live, and not die 5 for #hy will you die, One Inhabitams 
of England ? 
But in this our 1ngw;f111on and ſearch afrer God,we ought care- Four things 


fallyro conſider of thele four particulars. to be Conlide- 
red in our 


1, To find out the cauſe, Why he left us. IT | 
2. Togorotheplace, a here he refideth. an Gul 
3, To know the rzme, when he may be found, SFor, 
4. To unde:ltand the mwazner, how We are to 

ſeek him, 
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1.To know the 1, God was amongit ws 44 in the holy place of Sinai, andihben 
cauſe why God X ;»gs with their Armies a;d flee, and were'diicomited, and we 
—o _ of his houſhold divided the ſpoy! 3 and then God ſent a graciow 
© ramupon his Inheritance, and retrethed it when -it was weary, 

© and poured his benefits upon us ; he made peace in all our borders, 
and filled us with the flower of wheat, and he bleſled us ſo,that we 

Job 19.112 Wereeven emveed for our happinei+ ; but now he hath forſakenu, 
and hiceth his face from us, and goerh not forth with our Armies, 

but he hath kindled his wrath 2gainlt us, and counted us as one 

Cap.6,4. of his eremies ; be bath made bis arrows drunk in our blend, and 
his terrours do ſet themſelves 3» arr againlt us, ſo that now we 

are a by-word among the Heathens, and our evemies laugh wto 

corn. 

f Therefore as the good Phyſirian firlt ſerrcherh out the cauſe 

of the diſeaſe, and then prepareth a potion for the cure ; and as 

oÞhnah, when God turned away from the children of 1ſratl, 

and delivered them up into the hands of their Enemies, never 

Joſh.7.18, lefc ſearching, till he had found out the accurſed thing, chat was 
2 Sam 21.1! the: cavſe of their deltruftion ; and David alſo, when there 
was a famine three years, year after year, inquired of the 

Lord, what ſhould be the cawſe thereof ; ſo we mult mquire and 

ſearch out the cauſe why the Lord hath overthrown all our 

hedges, and given us 2s a ſpej/e-unto our Neighbours. And 

We 1 Sod herein as Demedacus ſ2id of the Mile/raxs, they were no fools, 
i oo and but they did the ſame things that fools did: $01 ſay, weareno 
mere fins, and 1/raelites, bur I fear we have committed rhe ſame ſins as the 
more hainouſ- /ſraelites did, Idolatry, injuſtice, and contempt of our Teachers : 
ly than the 1/- nay, have We not added unto theſe Sacriledge, Perjury, Drane 
raeiues did, kenneſs, Luxury, and ll kind of uncleannets ? Yea, have we 
not made injuſtice, and perjnry, ard ſacrileage, and contempt of 

the Miniſters, and rebellion againit the Ordinaxce of God, and 

many other fins that formerly were ' but perſonal fins, now 

ro become national, when they are commuted, continued, and 

maintained by the Repreſentatives of the whole Kingdom ? And 

ſhall not my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this, ſaith the 

Verſ.19.4 Lord ? Yes, ſ:ith our Prophet, woe ſhall be te themthat deſire 
| the day of the Lord, for it # darkneſs and not light, and ar 
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he 44 if 4 man did flee rom a Lion, and a Bear met him * that is, 
to eſt:pe the /ea;t,ind to fall into the greater puniſhment; be- 
cauſe ihe Lion is a More noble enemy than che Bear,when as the 
Poet ſaith, 

Parcere proſirats (cit nobils ira Leon. 
But the Bear 1s a molt ravenoxs raging Bealt, that will rear us Hoſ.s.: "6 
all co pieces ; ſo t 15 to eſcape the Swerd and to die by Famine, pling Ct: 
to provide 2g1inlt Famine and to be deſtroyed by the Peſtilexce, 
which ſhall follow one arether ſo long as we continue in our 

» {ins ; and the wrath of the Lord (hall not be turned away, bur 
his hand mill be ſtretched ont fill : As in Levit.36. after many 
plagues he addeth, 1 will bring ſeven times more plagues wpor 

ow for your fins. And thetetore if you would corn away the 
wrath of God, 'you mnt turn away from theſe fins that have 
provek;d him to wrath ; Qa1a ſublata cauſa tolluur effefiuw, And 
then 
2. If you would find the Lord, you mult go tothe placewh re , The place 
he refidethz for though Exter preſenter Dexs eſt nbique | oten *7, where God 
in reſpe> of his omniporent Eſſexce,the ſpirit of the Lore fill ch may be found, 
all places : If weclimb up into Heaven he « there, if we go down 
to Hell he is there alſo; and as the Schools ſay, he is Supra calos 
non elatns, [ubter terram non depreſſns, intra munduns on incluſus, 
extra mundum non excluſus : yer in reſpect of his favourable 
preſexce he is not to be found in every place z for if you ſeek How God fil- 
the righteous God among wwighteows men, the faithful God 1eth all places. 
among lying perjurers, as the Grecians ſought for Helen in Troy, 
when ſhe was with Protews in Egypt, we fhall be ſureromf 
him ; becauſe the holy fpurit of diſcipline fleeth from deceit and dwel- 
leth not in the body that ts ſubjeft unto ſin ; and therefore the place 
15 tobe con{idered where we mult ſeek him : and that is prin- 
cipally 
F _- The Church of Chriſt, among the faichful. And God is found 
2, The holy Scripturesof the Prophets and Apoliles. — yon = 
I. As Joſeph and Mary when they lolt Chrilt, found him not - wn? 

in the wares among their friends and acquaintance, bur in the fuhgful, 

Temple among the Dottors; ſo we ſhall find him, nor in the 

fattious confederacies of private Conventicles, bur in the pab- 

D liqne 


Plal 26.8, 


Pſal.1.1. 


Ley.26.12. 
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ligne aſſemblies of Go.s holy Church, which is the place where 
hu honour dwelleth ; not among Perjwrers, Lyers, Rebels, and the 
like, bur among the faxthfal, and among thole that fear the Lorg, 
for The Lord ts with them that fear him, and pat their truſt in his 
mercy, and with ſuch he may be found. 

And therefore if you would fixd the Lord, you muſt not walk 
in the connſel of the ungodly, nor ſtand in the way of ſinners, wor (i 
in the ſeat of the ſcorsfu'; you mult have notiung to do with the 
ſlool or ſeat of wickedneſs, which 1magineth miſchief, and doth 
countenance their wickedneſs by a Law ; but waere you ſee the 
richteow gathering theimfelves in the name of Chriſt, and 
joyning their forces 1n the fear of God, there is the Lord inthe 
midltof them, even as himſelf hath promiſed ; 1 will dwell in 
them, and walk, in them, and will be their Goa, aud they ſhall be my 
eople. 

: _ As we may find the Lord in the (Church of the righteous, 
ſo wEtnay find him in the holy Scriptures ; not it) the Tutks' 41. 
cord, *nor in the Popes Canon, not 1n mans Traditsen, not in 
anylike written verities, which are the muddy inventions of 
diſtrafted brains, and the 1dle vanities of ſeduced ſouls; we 
ſend you to no luch places to ſeek the Lord, whatſoever the 
malice of our adverſaries ſaith of us ; bur we dire@t you to the 
pure Word of G19, *xby& 5 0% dridr2,, for thy ppord is trath, 
and the Scriptures wpwesdou 2 tncd, reftifie of me, ſaith out 
Saviour ; and therefore Delicie mee ſcripture tne, thy Scti- 
ptures are my delighrs,ſaith S. Auguſtine ; and the reaſon is ren- 
dered by S. Hierom ; becauſe they are able (as the Apolile ſ1ich) 
to make w wiſe wnto ſaluation ;, and all wiſlon without thu 
is but meer fooliſhneſs ; for, Quid prodeſt eſſe peritums & peri- 
turuns ? what will it hoot a Man cobe w1ſe unto perdition, to 
be ſubtle co play the Rebel, to be a crafty Traytor, and to go 
to Hell with a great deal of wit and learning, as St. Auguſtine 
ſpexketh ? 

Therefore though you ſhould be confirained to dwell with 
Meſhec, and ro have your habitation among the texts of Kedar, 
among the Egyptians or Babylovians, among them that are 
enemies unto Peace, as God knows how ſoon any of us on 
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betaken by ſuch enemies : yet if we /eave them, and take the 
hely Scriptures, there we ſhall have the Zord to be our compar 
nion, though we ſhould be ſhut up with Feremy in the dan* 
On, Burt 

3. For the time of ſeeking God, You muſt remember that 3. The rime 
the Prophet bids us Seek, the Lord while he may be found y and whenGod may 
many men ſeek ſalvation, i» medio gehenne que operata eft in v6 found. 
medio terre; and therefore miſtaking their r:me they mils to 

ic; for God allowed us »otme, toſcek him, butthetime 
preſent, curing thus life, and no other time ; and you know the 
fictt Aphoriſm of Hippocrates is, that Ars longa, vita brevis, 
Art is long, and our Lite 1s ſtore ; yea, ſo ſhorr, that as Seneca $,,4., ts brc- 
ſaith, Arifletle, Theophraſtnu, and others, quarrelled with n+ ,jcat.viga, c.15 
twre for giving beaſts and plants ſo lowg an age, and to mano 
ſtort a time, which as the Prophet ſaith, is but a ſpa long, 2 Pſal go. 10: 
dreame, a thoughts, 2 nothing ; ſo ſoon paſſeth our time away, 
and we are gone, And yert it is ſtrange to ſee, how men do 
ſpend that /:ttle rime which chey have to live, aut nihil agen- 
do, ant male agendo, either in doing nothing, or that evil which 
is indeed far worſe than nothing ; for though you ſee no man 
willing to part with his worey, yer you may find how /aviſh 
every man is of his r5me, which is more pretioxs than all wealth : 
And Sewecatels us of divers men in his time, that ſpent every Sexee de b/e- 
day an hour or two in the Barbers ſhop, to cut down thoſe vit.uil.c.12- 
hairs that grew the »ight before, and were more curiows of 
their locks than they were careful of the Common-wealth z 
and ethers worſe than theſe, ſpend their time in gawing, drink- 
ing, and oppreſling their poor Neighbours ; and they are very 
loath to confhder, how vamly and how wickedly they do walt 
their dayes : for he that hath defired with ambition, conquered 
with nſolency, cozened with ſubtilty, plundered wich cove- 
rowſneſe, and mis-ſpent all by prodigality, mult needs be affraid 
to review thoſe things, which mult needs make him aſhamed ; 
or if theſe men have ſo wwch grace to look back to ſee what 
they have mijs-ſpent, before they have ſpent all, then ſhall you 
hear them ſay, that if - they were young again, they would change 
their courſe, and Seek the Lord, _ chey might /;ve, and _ 

2 UG 
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loſe their lives in following atter lying vanities ; but alas thi: 
cannot be ; for as Plato ſaith, 7474 pe: 4, 3d (44Y41, time and 


t 

rydeltay for no man, and as the Poet ſaith, nec gue preteriit horg t 

redire poteſt, that which is peſt cannot be recalleq again ; and Se- i 

wee (aith,that the greatelt Poet that ever Was tells us, our happi- 

eſt dites dopals from us firſt. 

Eccleſ.12 1. And therefore I ſay to you young men, remember your Crea- | 
{ 


tor in the daies of your youth, and as Timothy had known 
2 Tim.3.15- the Scriptures, am Gf4pous x; enrpiprmlu&, and was nur 
ſed up in the fear of the Lord, ſo do you; for waat will it | 
avail you to compole your ſpeech according to the rules of 
Lilly, and the Rhecorick of C;cers, and nor to have your 
lives anſwerableto che rules of charity and the precepts of the 
holy Scriptures ? to learn out of Aritetle the nature of the 
creatures, and to remain ignorant of the will of the (eater? 
and to have learned that whereby you may live richly here 
for a while, and to neglect that whereby you may live happily 
hereafcer for ever? And I ſay to you old men that nwngqaam ſc 
ratſt ad peruendum via, \t is never t00 late (O repent if you 
can bur eraly repent ; for he that requireth your firſ# fruits re- 
ſuſeth not your lallage; And Ifay to you all, ro day if you will 


Pal 95. hear his woice, harden not your hearts ; for now ts the time acce)» 
table, now 14 the day of Salvation ; & ſemper xocuu differre 
Vocdts. 

When we Bur though we ought at all rimes in all places to ſeek the 


ought moſt Lord, yetthete are ſome times wherein we ought more effec» 
eſpecially ro ally and more earneſtly to ſeek after him,than at all other times ; 
ſeck the Lord. and thoſe are the times of troubles and adverſittes, when God 
Phlsors, Fcourgeth us for lofing him : for {o God biddeth us, cal! ape 
Mat.11,28, 92 in the timeof trouble ; and Chrilt ſaith, come wato me all 
you that travel and are heavy Laden ; and ſo the Brechren of 
7eſeph ſought unto God in their ryowbles, and the Mariners that 
tranſported Jonas, though but heathens, yet will they call 
every man upon his God, when the Sea was ready to ſwallcw 
Mar.8.25, {emup; andthe Diſciples being in the like danger came cr)- 
: ing unto Chriſt, and ſaid, xlecs owory nuas, Srowwaet, Lord 
ſave us, we periſh; and they that will not ſeek the Lord in 

thei 


Jonas 1.5,7, 


The only way to preſerve Life, 27 
their diſtreſs will never ſcek him ; for the Propher ſpeaking of 
the wicked, ſaith, fill rheir faces with ſhame, that they ma ſeek, Plal,83.16, 
thy name : and of rhem that will nor chen ſeek him, che Lord 
ſuch, Why ſhould ye be ſtricken any more ? as if he had (iid, you are 1fa, 1.5, 
»ow palt all hope,when your aff;ct:ons cannor make you ſeek the 
Lord, buc that you will revolc more and more, and prove like 
| Pharavh, that the more the Lord plagued him, the more he bar- Exod.c.g,c g 
dened his own heart, C-10, ding 
And therefore ſeeing the Lord hath ow bent his bow like @» 
exemy, and ſer us as a mark for the arrow, he hath ſet our necks 
weder perſecution, and turned our ſongs inco mournings, and our 
py and long continued Peace into sruel Wars : though here- 
= we have palt our time in vamyes, and have neglefted to 
ſeek the Lord : yet if we have «y grace, letus xow leekunto 
the Lord, and ſay wich che Prophet, © Lord, wherefore doſt thow 7... FRE 
forget us for ever, and forſaks us ſo long a time ? turn thin us * 
unto thee, O Lord, and we ſhall be turned, renew our daies as of 


old. And 
4. For the manner how we ought to ſeck the Lord, ic 4 The manner 


mult be. ow we oughc 
I, Totally with all our parts. W __ the 
2. Carefully wich all diligence. x Torally with 


I. Wich all our parts of body and ſoul, externally and i- all parts, 
ternally, with outward profeiſion, and with inward obe- * of our bodies 
dience. For 1 Cor.6.z9. 

'N Externally we are to glorifie God mm our body,that 1s,with oar 
members, wich bended knzes, with our eyes lifted up to Heaven, 
and with our tongues praz/ing God, and confeſſing our own (ins; 
that God may be juſtified in his ſayings and clear when we are judg- 
ed, otherwiſe, as many 4«& and recezve not, becauſe they ach, amuſe, 
that is, aut preter verbum aut nou propter verbuns, CIther not ac- 
cording to Gods will, or not for Chrilt hu ſake ; ſo many men 
doſeek and tind nor, becauſe they ſeek ami? either r09 proudly 
or too remsi[ſly, or ſome way eiſe otherwile than they ought to Q RT 
ſerk ; 1nd therefore that you may not miſs to find, I beleech you gcc; contin. 
mark how you may ſeek aright, as other godly men have done ; eh chiefly in 


and thatis briefly, —_ three points, 
wmi- 


Rom. 3.4, 


Jamcs 4.2, 
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1 Humbling I. Humiliando corpss : by humbling our bodies. r 
our ſelves, 3, Confiendo peceata, confeiling our fins. f 
3. Orando Dem, praying to God, For f 
1. Look apon the Saints of the former times, and fee how 
2 Reg.22.11, they bambled chemſelves when they ſought the Lord ; for when a 
19 Sennacheriþ ſent Rabſhecah againſt Hieraſalem, Hezechiahrenc 
4 hog ,. hiscloaths, and covered himſelf with Sackcloath, and went in- 
Judges 10.26, tothe Hoyſe of the Lord, When foſias heard the Curſes of the ( 
2 Chron.7.14, Law agrinſt the tranſereſſows thereof, his heart was tender, 
ſaith the Tex:, and he hambled himſelf and rent his cloathy, 
and wept befere the Lord; and ſo did Ahab, though but an Hy- 
pocrite, and the King ef Nineveh, though but an Heathen, and 
all chat ſought the Lord arighr, humbled chemſelves before the | 
Lord: and ro teftihe the rracmeſſe of their humiliation they | 
rent their cloarbs, they pur on Sackcloath, they beſprinkled 
themſelves with aſhes, they went bareforr, and they fafed 
from all meat, & a licuts abſtinuer wnt, quia concupiernnt illicus, 
For though a beggar may be proud in his rags, and another 
may be humbled in ſcarlet, yet quia per exteriora cognoſeun- 
twr wnteriora, and our habits and ations ſhould ſuit with the 
times and occaſions, as we put on wedding garments and our 
mourning Weeds, when the times do call for fuch : ſo it is not 
fir ro come with prowd hearts, vain habits, wanton looks, and 
patched faces, when we come fa#tivg and to be humbled for our 
Pſal 35.13. fins, for this is not to humble or ſelves with faſting, as the Pro- 

pher ſpeakerh, 

> Confeſling - 2. We muſt covfeſ? our fins and acknowledge our own ww 
our ſins, righteouſneſs. We have trav[greſſed aud Rebelled, (aith the Pro- 
Lam.3 42. pher eremy; and Barxch ietterh down the form of the con- 
cow <a feſfion rhat we ſhould make, ſaying, ro the Lord onr God be- 
Dan 6.5,& 8, longeth righteouſneſs, but to us the confuſion of faces, to wr Kings, 
& Exra.6.6. andtoour Princes, and to onr Prieſts, and to onr Prophets, aud to our 
Fathers, for we have fined before the Lord, we have done ungodly, 
we have dealt wrrighteouſly in all thine Ordinances : and the Pro- 
pher Danie! maketh the very ſame confeſſion ; and ſo David, 
when God ſent the Plegue among his people, confeſſed his own 
2 Sam. 24. 17+ fins, ſaying, / have ſinned, and 1 have done wickedly : _ 
0 
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reaſon of this is rendred by Solomen, He that hideth hu fins Prov.28.13; 


ſhall not proſper, but he that confeſſeth and forſaketh the ſame ſhall 


d mercy» 


And therefore I do confeſs the fins of the Clergy, we have not 
diſcharged our duties as we owght tO do ; and I would ſay a great 
deal more of the higheſt order of our Calling, buc that a grear 


deal more than is zrwe 1s ſaid by others: for We Will not excuſe ke an pops 


our ſelves : bur as the Poet ſaith of Women, 
Parcite pancarums diffundere crimen in omnes, 


Blame not all becauſe ſome are lewd, ſo I ſay of the Biſhops 
and Clergy : let every horſe bear his own burthen, lec them thac 
anſgreſs, if you know any ſuch, be ſeverely puniſhed, and as 
their tives ſhould be more holy, {© lec the puniſhmenc of the of. 
fenders be the more exemplary, and let that Judas thatwil be- 
tray his Maſter have the reward of Fudas : but as Chriſt caſhie- 
red not all the Apoſtles, becauſe Judas was a Traytot, and Peter 
a denier-of his Malter : ſo ſhould nor we deſtroy the Callixg, or 
18 Abraham (aich, deſtroy the righteows with the wicked, becauſe 
ſem of them in your opinion may be unworchy of. that calling: 
for this would be ca/pam flegirio fagare, to drive away fin by'a 

ater fin, & vertere doniuns, in lead of verreve abmun; todes 

fro the houſe, when they ſhould bur ſweep rhe houſe. | 

And as the Prieſts ſo mult the People confeſs their (ins if chey 
would find che Lord, for it will not ſerve our rwrn to recriminare, 
to do as Adaw did, lay the fault upon the worn, Or as Sawl did, 
topolt over his faulc unto the People :\ 1t is nor the way ro find 
the Lord, tolay all che blame upon ch2 Parliament, and ro make 
the Rebels the ſole cauſes of our miſertes : for though they cannor 
be ewcaſed for their wickedneſs, yer you may be aflured we ſuffer 
altrims chat is come upon us for our ew» (ins, though nor for the 

fhinof Bebelliza, yer fot' other odious fins, that have provoked 
God rofitir up theſe Rebels ro puniftt us ; 2nd as the-Propher 
fairh, erravimsi cum patribus, (Oi may be, we might, if we 
would confeſs the truth, ſay erravimus cums fratribus, we have in 


fame ſort commirred the ſawe (ins with them; for ſins may be 
O's COmmit- 
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Sins may be committed divers Waies, 5 I. By afting it. 2. By communding it 
committed di- 1. Day;d did Joab to kill Krias. 3. By Counſelling how to 00 ir, 
Vers waits. 2s Balaem did Balac to intangle /ſrael. 4. By coxſenting toit, is 
Pſal.50.8. David (peakeths When thou ſaweſt a thief thou conſenteſt unto hin, 
and haſt been partaker with the adulterer, 5, By delighting to ſeeit 
Rom,1.3z, done, asSt. Paw laith, to have pleaſwre in them that in. 6, By 
our filexce, conniving and not hindering fin 10 be commited, 
when iclyeth in our pewer,and 1t 18 our duty {© to do ; for gui non 
wvetar peccare cum poſſit, jubet ; andif any of you that are here, 
have or had your hearts at London in any of theſe waies, the 
Rev 2. 14+ Holy Ghoſt will tell you, though thou haſt not denied my faxh, 
or a tcw ings when thou cwelleſt even where Satavs ſeat is,yer £29 x7 ovine 
I have ſomewhat againſt thee ; becauſe thou ſhould(t have wething 


Plal 94,20: to de, no compliance at all with the ſtool of wickedveſs, which 
For in all this 


ameth miſchief by a Law : and therefore repext, and benor 

ent = + wad -4 confeſs your fins to God, if —_ would find the 
ricular confeſ- Lord, And fs VS 

ſon ro the 3: We muſt make our humble and our fervent Prajersto 

Prieſt, God, that he would forgive us our fins, and be imtregedfor 

us, and reconciled unto us for his wercies ſake, and for his ſon 

Jeſms Chriſt his ſake; Lord have mercy wpon us, and forgroe 

3 Ferven® ws our fins, that we have fined againſt thee ; for this was the 

prayers. pradice of all the Saints of God; in all cheir calamiries, 2 you 

may ſee, when the ſraelzzes murmured againft Moſes, and God 

Num.14.19. Would have arterly deſtroyed them for ic, Moſes prayed un- 

tothe Lord, and ſaid, Pardon / beſeech thee the miquity of this 

people, according to the greatneſs of thy mercy; ſo when Sew 

2 Chron 32, «berth came againft Hierwſalem, Hezechiah the King and 

20, Iſaiah the Propher prayed, and cryed to heaven : And bis pray- 

er is ſet down, 2 Reg. 19.15. and when the Moabites and 

Ammonites, in a buge multituce, came againſt Fehoſaphat, be 

fet himſelf to ſeek, the Lord, ſaith the Text, and proclaimed « 

F aſt throughout all Judah, and made an excellent x) a to God, 

2 Chron-20.6,. uſque ad yerſ. 13. which 1 delire you to read 


and obſerve it well; ſo Daxicl, after he had made. confeſſion of 
the fins of the people, makes an earneſt and molt fervent 
Prajer to God for the remiſſion of their ſips ; ſo Devidfaith 

| unto 
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unto God ; /ook, wpan mune adver ſities and miſeries and forgive Dan. 9.16 uſ- 
me all my ſins : and Chrilt biddech us to ack , and we ſbould bave, que ad 20. ver. 
Mat.77+ 

And ” (i thus unfainedly confeſ? our fins, and fervently beg Pſal.z5-17. 
pardon, and conltantly forſake our fins, God 1s fairhfu!, ( ſaith 
the Apolile ) that 15, faithful, becauſe he promiled, to forgive 4 1 Job, 1.9. 
OMY INS. ] 

f As we areto ſeek the Lord exterzally, with all the parts 
of our bodtes, ſo We are to ſeek him internally, wich all che z,With allihe 
faculties of our ſoul; and as David concludes this manner to faculties of 
his Son Solomon, it mult be with @ perfeft heart, and a willing *% ſouls, 
wind, for otherwiſe to ſeck the Lord with owtward profei- 
fon, and not with iward obedience is but meer hypocr; fie, * £01928 9. 
like the Religion of the Jews, that were ever bardling of ho- 
ly things, but without feeling, and drew near unto God with 
their months, and honoured him with their lips, when they ,_ 2 
called upon him, and prayed wnte bins; but removed their hearts 
far from him: And therefore God abhorred their devotion, 
and ſaid, / hate, 1 deſpiſe your feaſt daies, and 1 will not ſmell 


in your me frees, though you offer me burnt offerings, —— ng 


«rd your meat offerings, 1 will not accept them, neither will I re- 
gordthe peace erings of your fat Beaſts, and as the Lord ſaich 
in Jerem. When they faſt, 1 will not hear their cry, and when Jer. 14.12, 


rhey offer burnt offering and oblation, 7 will not accept them, 

but I will conſame them by the Sword, and by the Famyne, and 

by the Peſt:lence : becauſe this outward profeſſion is none Ourward pro- 
otherwiſe than a ſhadow that is ſomerhing in ſhow but nothing fcflion whar ir 
in ſubſtance, or like Zeuxis and Parhaſins Pictures, whereot 3 like. 
Zenxu deceived the b;rds with his counterfeit grapes, and 
Parhaſins deceived his fellow Painter with the Picture of a 
Sheer, 

Bur ler not us deceive our ſelves with a ſheet or a ſhadow of 
holineſs, and think that currane Which is but counterfeit : 
for we muſt ſeek the Lord with all owr hearts, or otherwiſe, 
if we offer Sacrifice with Cais, and pray With the Phariſee, 
and faſt with the Jews to ſtrife and debate, or with the Rebels 
to plunder and murder, and hear as many Sermons as the pre- 1lſa.58.4. 


c:ſeſt 


Luke 13:27» 


2. We are ro 
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ciſeſt Hypocrite,and yer foriake not our ſins, and obey not Gods 
Ordmance, to ſubmit out ſelves to the higher powers, but Rehe! 
againſt GoJs Ano.nce 1, we may with Eſau hunt for a blelſing, 
bur catch a curſe, and ſeek rhe Lord for mercy, bur find hin 
in his juſtice : when he ſhall ſay unto us, 54 *i/z vas mbwrtch, 
I know you not whence you are, depart from me all ye that wk 
migquity. 

2. AS We are to ſeck the Lord totally, with all the parts 


ſeek the Lord both of our boaies and of our ſouls ; ſo we are tn ſe:k him, not 
moitdilgenrly f-;g:de, cold!yand carelefly, but with all diligence, as the wo- 


Luke 15.8. 


hil.z;12, 


Acts 26,7, 


2. The objeQt 


of our {ceking 


the Lord, 


AAs 17.29, 


man that lolt he: g'oat /ighred a candle, and [wept the houſe, and 
ſought diligently till ſhe found it ; and theretore St.Chryſoſtame 
writing upon thele words of the Apoſtle, work owt yow onn 
Salvation with fear and trembling, ſaith; he doth no: buely 
uſe the imple word ##353:v, work it out, but he ſaith, x+ 
T*6590*$1,that 15,25 the Father doth interprec it, UT, TOW\ns aaedns 
% muiheitts aceurately preciſely,and with 2 great deal of care and 
tudy ; even as Saint Pas! ſ1ith the twelve Tribes ſerved God, 
E CT Get put TAX; 114g av ; ſl amly ( ſaith our Tranſlacion ) day 
and mpht ; and ſurely not without great cauſe ; for as in the col 
policie, ſal popul; eſt ſupremss lex, the ſafety of King and Peg- 
ple 1s principally tobe regarded ; (0 1n the /ife of a Chrittian, 
hoc eſt unum neceſſarium, this ought to be our chiefeſt care, to ſeek, 
the' Lord ; for as Sexeca fa'th of Philoſophy, five alquid havrr, 
O jams Philoſophare, five nhil, hoc pris qv ere quam quidquam ; 
ſo much betrer may 1 ſay with che Proph-t, whether thou halt 
ron gg or nothing ; yer ſeek the Lord before thou ſeevelt any 
E IN. : p 
2.. The Objet of our ſeeking is the Lord + a Swbjelt mich 
farther exceeding the former, than the (/e/tial globe'is larger 
than the Center of this earth : and therefore he might eahly 
be ſound, if he were but carefully ſought : far fupuer eff quod- 
cungue vides — and the Spirit of the Lord filleth all places being 
mot far from every one of us, ſeeing as the Apoſtle ſaith, »h.w 
we live, and move, and have ur Being : how then can we mils 
to find him, withour whom we cannot chooſe but loſe orf 
ſelves ? 
But 
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Bur ſuch 1s our milery, that we +ſeek tim not ; for as tie 
ſwine do eat the acorus, yet never look up to the tree from 
whence they fall: fo do we deal With. the bleſſings of God : 
we gather them, and yer are ignorant of himz, and do (acrifice 
with the Athenians 'Ayvrocy Ota, and therefore we thank 
him not, becauſe we k»ow him nor, and we bxow him nor, be- 
cauſe we ſcek him not : bur many of us ſeek our Lady, and 


not the £ord, and pray to her and offer ſacrifice to the Queen whit men do 
of heaven, more and better than tothe Lord of heaven : others feck after, 


ſeek, ro neither Lord nor Lady, but to their ſervants, ( that here 
on earth are e:wmonly prouder than their Malters) to the Saints 
and Angels : others mounting not their thought any higher 
than the earth, do only ſeek for the things of thu world, que- 
renda pecnnia primum ; ſome tor riches, ſome for honowrs, and 
ſome for revenge, which is the worlt ſome of all ; and others 
ſeek knots in a bulruſh, great dowbrs in meedleſs points ; for I 


wil not touch on thoſe overwiſe men, that ſeek ro find out yg many 
the deepeft Myſteries of Gods (ecrets, in his abſolute decrees men ſcarch f0* 
and wnſearchable waies of Eletion and Reprobation, and the like ; trifles. 


but of thoſe l:ghter heads, that beltow their ſearch about things 
of nothing, as the Greciars did beat their brains to find out how 
many rowers Ulyſſes (hip had, and whether the /l;ads or the Oay(- 
ſes were firlt written g ſo we mult know whether the ancient 
Monks wore their Cloaks ſhore like the French, or down to 
the heels Ike the Spaniards, or whether Saint Angaſtine wore 
a white garment upon his black cloaths, or a black cheimer 
upon a lawn ſurplice; and a thouſand ſuch {ke points and cere- 
monies that are like the ſpiders web, which will make no gar- 
ment for them ; or like the banquet of a fick mans dream, that 
will not ſat#sfie their hungry ſouls, and are raiſed up by the 
Devil, to this only end, that while we ſeek after theſe fruitleſs 
things, that may hurt us much, but avail us little, that may 
beſt be ſpared and ought leaſt to be diſpured, we might leave off 
to ſeek the Lord,and thoſe things that do weceſſarily pertain unto 
ſalvation, 


But in aurverſalibus latet error, general things are ofren What it is ro 
dark, and every one ſaith that he ſeeks the Lord,but that either {eek the Lord 


E 2 he 
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» Ver.14. he maketh darkneſs bis ſecret place, his pavilion ronnd about hing 

with dark waters and thick, clouds to cover him; or elſe dwelleh 

Phl,37 27, the light that no man can attain wnto ut ; otherwiſe, Gedforbid, 
that you ſhould imagime, ſaith every man, that we'do not ſeek 
the Lord. Therefore to take away this curtarn, tOwnuailthis 
glorious face, and to let you ce, that few of us do ſeeh the 
Lord, whatſoever we ſay, the P:opher tells us plainly, that 
ſeek the Lord, 15 tO ſeth good, and wot evil, or, as he explaineh 
it further in the 1mmeaiate Verſe 15. 1t 1s to hate the evil and 
love the good, and to eſtabliſh judgement in the gate; and this the 
Prophet David (41d long betote, eſckew evil,and do good, and dwell 
for evermore. 

Betides, God is ermth, and God 1s jwſt:ce; therefore you mult 
ſeek the truth, and you mult do juſtice : for when truth ſhall 
flouriſh out of the earth, and righteouſneſs, ſhall lock down from 

Plo.85.r1, 12, heaven, then the L:rd-will frew loving kindneſs he will ſpeck 
peace unto his people, and oxr Land ſhall grue her increaſe; bur 
while our Land flows with Lies, and che tather of lies reward: 
che Liers, and ſpreads them abroad to uphold rebberres, oppre(- 
ſions, and rebellions; the Lord will not ſpeak peace untous ; 
becauſe righteouſneſs and peace have kl each other ; and 
therefore though we ſhould be never ſo deſirou of peace, and 
roprocute peace, be contented, it ſhould be done upon us- 
righteous terms, it may be with the ruine of che Chmrch ; yer 

None cas jt cinnot be; becauſe ic 15 not in the power of avy man,no not 

make peace of the King himſelf to conclude 2 peace, when God proclams- 

'  e&th war; for as he calleth for a ſword upon the Inhabicants 

Pial.46.9, Of aLand, ſoic is he, and he alone, that maketh wars to ceaſe 

; all the world, be breaketh the bow, and knappeth the ſpear in ſus- 
der, and burneth the Chariots in tbe fire, and without hims it can- 
not be done ; as you may (ee in Jer. 47.6, And I fear (and I 
pray GoJ it be but #»y fear )) char as the wrath of God was ne- 
ver appeaſed, for the innocent bloud of the Gibeomtes, that Saul 
molt «#»jxſtly ſpilr, untill ic was revenged by blowd upon the 
houſe of Savul, ſo the innocent bloud, that hath been ſpilt 1n 
this K;#gdow, can never be expiated, untill an atronement be 


made by bloud ; becauſe that without bloud there is no remiſſion, 
chat 
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that is, of blowd, unleſs they do with Mavaſſes Wipe away the 
ſtreams of blowd, with the ſtreams of molt peritent rears ; 
for he that ſheddeth mans bloud, that is, legally, by max ſhall 
bis blowd be ſhed, that is, judicrarily, by the Magiltrate, faith 
Godin the Old Teſtament ; and all they that take the ſword, that 
is, Without dwe authority, ſhall periſh by the ſword, that is, by juſt 
authoricy, Caith our S:viour Chrilt in che New Teſtament ; and 
therefore if your peace may not be had with erwrb and accord- 
ivg unto Fuſtice, gird you with your ſwords upon your thighs, 
O you mighty men of valour, and ler the right hand of the moſt 
higheft teach you terrible things, untill as our Prophet ſpeaketh, 
judgement ſhall run down 4s waters, and righteouſneſs 4a 4 
mighty ſtream, chat is, ſmoothly wichour any manner of oppo- 
fition, as Montanus and Yatablus render it : Set God and his 
trmth alwaies before your eyes, and labour for chat peace, which 


Ver,24. 


may Rand with the peace of Conſcience, and with your peace ' 


with God z or otherwiſe you may purchaſe a worldly peace at 
to9 dear a rate, ic may be wich the loſs of your ſouls ; when 
God (hall ſay unto you, as he doth unto the Jews ; Shall not 1 
viſit for theſe things? as if he ſaid, you indeed for your peace 
and proſperities take, for fear of danger, and in hope of reſt, 
may be contented to wink, at all thele fins that have provoked 
meto wrath, and perhaps to (ell my rrach, and ſuffer my ſey- 
vice to be abuſed, and my ſervants to be deſiroyed, that you may 
live in peace: but do you think that / am ſnch an one 4s your ſelves, 
or that I will ſ«ffer all theſe things to go wwrevenged ? No, no, 
faith the Propher, The Lord # known to execute judgement, and 
he will be Judge himſelf ; he will kindle the fire, and none (hall 
quench it. 

And therefore »oble and religious Gentlemen, that love your 
God better than the #orld, and his eter#al honour better than 
your own temporal happineſs, love peace and enſue ir, but ler 
it be with the eruth and with jaftice ; let the Rory of the wor- 
thy Maccabees be ſet before your eyes, , that rather than they 
would chavge their Religion, or ſuffer the ſervice of God ayy 
waies to be impaired, and their Eccleſiaſtscal government to 
be in any thing changed, they ſold their peace with the oe of 

thee 
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their hwes,-which 15 their everlalting praiſe ; and here Ic 
profeſs, I co molt heartzly With for perce, and would think 
my ſelf trot happy to ſee pexce eſtabliſhed, as of old ; bu rather 
than 1 ſhould ſee it with the ruine of the Church, with a Preſ- 
byterian Diſcipline, th:t new-ſprung our-landith weed of mans 
invention, and no plant of Gods plantation, I beſeech Almigh- 
ty God, that I may beg my bread and ſe.k it in deſolate pla- 
ces, that my bloud may be poured like water upon the ground, 
and the remainder of my years may be cut off from the Land 
of the Living ; ſo much do I deſire to imbrace mine own mi- 
ſery, rather thantoſee the Churches i»felicity, and the ſervice 
of God ſo much vilied. And 1 am confident, that all myhe- 
If we a/oze threnthe Biſhops and Prelates will ſay with Fonds, $1 propter ms 
be the cauſe of hec rempeſf as, 1f you ſee juſt c uſe, caſt us all into the ſea, ſo you 
alt chis ſtorm, {avethe Ship of Chr;/t, preſerve the Church, rent not the gor- 
_ mo Per” ment of Chrilt, devour not the revexmes of the Clergy, andde- 
_——_ ltroy not the gover»ment that was eſtabliſhed by the Apoſtles, 
could be done 2nd continued to Gods glyry and the gaining of ſo many thow- 


” . xous,could ap- ſand ſouls to Chrift, from his beirg on earth to this very day ; be- 


peaſe theſe dis cauſe the diſhonowr that mult ;»fallibly redound to God, and the 
morn va_ detriment that mult fall ro the Church of Chrift, by the abokſh- 
—— the 10g of Eprſcopacy, troubleth us a great deal more, than any lo 
Church and that cin happen unto our ſelves; for did we ſee the ſamego- 
Srate, do what yernment, with the ſame power, as it ought to be, ſerledon any 
you will to vs. other perſons ; though our ſelves were degraded,(how juſtly we 
- OY would leave the cenſure unto God,) you ſhould never heat me 
ſpeak much chereof, . 
So you ſee what it is to ſeek, the Lord, not his Eſſence which 
1s izcomprehenſible,but to do his will,and to obey his Command- 
ments which 1s molt acceptable unto him, as to love him, to 
pray unto him, to rely upon him, and to do towards all men, 
Whar we tUhatwhich is juſt and righteous in his fight, Orto ſet don 
ought ro do to all in a 9rd, do as the Lord direfts you, and you ſhall live ; and 
live, that 1s, 
1. To do your own beſt endeavoyrs to preſerve your lives. 
; And yet 

2, Refer the preſervation of your lives ly unto God. 

1,10 
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1, In the time of peace and proſperity, the beſt way for usto 1,Todo our | 
preſerve our life is 10 ſerve Go7; for it you hononr your father beſt ro pre= 
and mother, your daies ſhall be long in the Land, ſaith the Lord {crve our own 
himſelf ; and ſo the keeping of his ocher Precepts 18 the preſerya- mage 
tio Of our lives, Bur the blond-thirſty and decenful man (hall not of gy 
live out half his daies: and ſo the drunkird, the luxurious and Plal.55,23, 
the malicious ſhall by their ſs diminiſh their years z becauſe 
fin is that ſharp Atropos which cutteth off the thread of mans 
life, and the great Epitomiſer Which abbreviates all things un- 
tous ; as it weſterh our wealth, it deſtroytth our health, / it confe- 
neth our liberty, 1t horineth our dates, andito ſum”all in one 
(ataſtrophe, it brings us all into our graves : whien as'Trajan (aid 
unto Yalens, it ſends viftory unto our enemies, and deliroyerh 
us ſooner than our enemies ; and therefore as you love your 
life, ſo you mult hate your ſi», and as the Heathens c/ipped the 
wings of 2iFory leſt ic ſhould fly away 'from themunto their 
enemies ; So we mult clip our ſius,or elſe viRtory will fly unco our 
enemies. 

2. In the time of davgers, wars, plagues, or any other 2+ Intherime 
diſtreſs, we are commanded by God to do our bft to preſerve ** dangers, 
our lives ; for it is not enough for us to ſay, the Lord will ſave 
#;, but we muſt do our beſt r#' fave! owr ſelvery So the Miri- 
ners that carried Jojas prayed unto their Gods, and yer rowed, 
their belt to preſerve their hves ; So Fehoſaphat, Exzchias and 
Toſias when the Armies of their enemies came agnnit them, 

did put their whole ruſt in Gods aſſiſtance, and rely vpon his 

belp for their deliverance ; yet they prepared the'roſtruments 

of War, they fottified their Cites, and gathered all the ftrergrh 

of men that they could make to withſtand the: v10lence of their 

Fors; and we mult do the /the, when we ate in the /ihe dan- 

ger ; for though the Scripture bids us, caſt our care wpon God ; 

yer it bids us not to caſt away owr care, Or tobe without Care, 

but to have a cave, and the beſt care that we can rake to preſerve 

ourlives from thedanger of the enemy,” to ra;ſe men and mo» 

ney,and as Solomon ſaith, toprepare the horſe for the day of bats ,_ 77 rely 
tel. And then wholly upon 

2, When the horſe is prered, and we have endeavoured God, 
2m 


N:ieph.l.r1, 
£3, 


3, Redſon, 
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our beſt, we mult reter our lives only unto God; jt © not! in 
him that willth, nor in him that yuwnech, but as the Propher 
ſaith, ſalvation belowgeth wnto the Lord ; for it is he that goth 
vidtory in the battel, and it is he that ſaverh our life ſrom deſtrs- 
Zen ; for as bis help will not preſerve us without our care; {0 
all our cere cannot (ave us Without his help ; bur when both cheſe 
g0 together, then we may be (ure that our care and indeavour 
with his favowr and afliltance will ſo preſerve us that we (hall 
live. 

Therefore when we /oſe and are put to the worſt, we 
ſhould not be dejeted, which is the fault of roo many of us, 
bur we ſhould ſay with King David, 7 will yet truit in God, 
which us the help of my countenance and my God ; and whenme 
gain and get the better of our enemies, we (hould not be puf- 
fed up with pride, and diminiſh the praiſe of God, who geveus 
che berrer, which is the fault of as many more, that aſcribe too 
wwch untothemſelves and too /ittle ro Gods goodnels : but, as 
the Poet ſaith of Pompey, ſo much more ſhould we (ay, that are 
Chriltians, 

nn Non me videre ſuperbum 
Proſper fatorum,uec frallum acverſa videbunt. 
Or as Memwenſis ſaith of King Alfred, 
Si mods ittor erat ad craftina bella pavebat, 
Si modo vittus erat ad craſtina bella parabat. 

So ſhould we do, in all fortunes go on, codems wwltw tewert, 
and in all our af7zexs rely on God, and refer our ſelves wholly un- 
to him: and doing {o, we {hall be ſure co {;ve. | 

I, Becauſe he hath promiſed us, that if we thas ſeek him 
according to'his will, weſhall live according as we defire ; and 
heis not as man that he ſhould lye, nor as the Son of man that 
he ſhould change bis mind, but he is Tea and Amen, be is truth 
it ſelf : and therefore ſicut verus oft in retributione malorum, td 
verax tft in promiſſione bonorum, as te is molt certain/ in the 
<A of the wicked, ſohe is as certain in his promiſe ro the 

ly. 
. 2, Becauſe he is willing to ſave us, and therefore cryeth un- 
to us, Why will je dye ? why mill je dye: Oe houſe fifa 
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For «s 1 lroe ſaith the Lord, 1 deſire mot the death of a ſinner ; and 
it is worth our cn to conhider _— patherically and how 
feelingly he ſpeaketh to this ſe:Or e would have 
mars anto me, for if Ireel had walked He _ ac 1 ſhould -———a— "9s 
ſoon have put down their enemies, and twrned my hand againſt their 
adverſaries ; the baters of the Lord ſhould have been foand lyars, but 
their time ſhould have endared for ever, 
3. Becauſc he is able both to performe his promiſe, and to ſa- 3.Reaſon, 
tisfie our defires: which our Propher ſhewerh ar large,ſaying, Seek. 
him = _— the ſeven ou and __ and turneth the ſbadow V1.8. 
death into the morning, and maketh t dark with might, that 
ak for the waters of the Sea, and <—_ then Fre ke the 
face of the earth : that 1s, as St, Hieron. (heweth, ſeck him that Portificare de- 
is the Creator of all things, that is mighty to ſave, andable to 9%. 
do whatſoever he pleaſerh, to ſtrengthen the ſpoyled, as YVatab. ,,.. 
and Arias (ay tor as Aquila turns it, ſubridere potentiams poten- 
tim, to ſcorn the ſtrength of the mighty, and to deſtroy the de- 
ſroyer. 
And therefore if God be with us, though we be weak and our 
enemies ffrong, we few and they many, yer we need not fear 
them : becauſe we rely not upon our own ſtrevgth, but upon the 
aſſiſtance of our God, qui drvidit contritionems ſuper fortitudinem, 
which caſteth abwndaxce of defiruftions upon the mighty, as the 
Septwagint render the words of the Prophet ; «and though we be 
frmple, and our enemies ſwbele and crafty, full of all politique 
devices, to raiſe men and to get money, and ro write their firength 
by wicked (ovenants,Oaths and Aﬀlociations : yet we need noc 
fear, becauſe we relye not upon our own wit, but upon the wiſ- 
dom of God, which can deſtrey the wiſdom of the wiſe, andcaſt 1 Cor.t.19. 
away the underſtanding of the prudent, and turn the counſel of 
Achitophel to his own deltruction : & zon eff concilinms contra Prov.21.30. 
eum : and therefore, O my beloved Brechren, ſeek the Lord,and 
fear not, bur, as Moſes ſaith, ſand ft;1l, that is, conftant in your Excd. 14.13, 
reſolucion, for the ſervice of your God and the King, and behold 
the ſabvation of the Lord which he will ſhew unto you this day, or at 
this time : For there is no 7eſtrame untothe Lord to ſave by many 1 Sam. 14.6. 
or by few, as both Jonathan and Aſa —_ Ks 2 Chro,14. 11, 
2, 106 
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2, The promiſe ( as Itold you at ficit ) is the beſt of all ce- 
hres, you ſhall live ; the tormer part was like the toy{ſeme labour 
of the Inhabitants of Perſepolzs, when they cut the wood with 
their axes; bur this latter 1s like the feaſt that Cyrus made unto 
them, when they had finiſhed their Labdurs : durns labor, ſed 
merces dulcis, theugh the labour is hard, yet the reWatd is ſnee; 
and it never troubles us, to take great pains, Where we (hall be 
well paid, bur to labour all a;ghe wuh che Apoſtles, and rocach 
nothing, dur oft his ſermo, this is a hard ſaying, after a hard ls 


maſtersreward boyy ; bur it 15 not ſo in Gods ſervice : for, choughin following 


the leſ?s of the fleh,and the vanes of this World, exceſſit medy- 
cina modum, the reward that the Devil gives us, ſhall bea great 
deal ſorer than all che pain we have taken 1n his ſervice :for 
hedea!s with u:, as Alexander did with Clums, Califthenes and 
other of his chiefeſt Caprains ; or as Darins did with Eudemps, 
co expoſe him unto death, When he forſook his own ative Coun- 
try, and decicated his whole life to his command ; yerin the 
ſervice of Chrzſt 1t is far otherwiſe: whatſoever a man doth for 
him he (hall be rewarded a hundred fold, and though he gives 
bur a cup of cold water for his ſake,yer for this, he ſhall not loſe bus 
reward ; And theretore this ſhould zncourage us tO ſeck the Lord, 
becaule our reward do: h ſo far exceed our work. 

Bur let us conſider the nature of this promile, thow ſhalt live ; 
that is, live /ovg, liye well, and live for ever. For 

1. Though the blond-thirſty ard deceitful men (ball not !roe out 
half their dates, and the ungodly ſhall be ſoon cut down likg the graf,, 
gemut ſub pondere tellws, When the earch is weary to be:r themon 
it; yerit we ſeek the Lord, our daies ſhall be long 1nthe Land, 
which the Lord owr God given «s, and though the peſislencey that 
walketh in derk#ef, and the arrow chat fiyerh in the »oox day,do 
threaten our death at every hour, yet when a thouſand ſhall fall 
be/ides us, and ten thouſand on onr right hand, it ſhall not come 
nigh us : ſuch is the reward of ſerving God. 

2, They ſhall not only /;ve, for a miſerable life is not ſo good 
as a happy death, but they ſhall live wel/ and happily while chey 
live ; for ſwrely it ſhall go well with the righteons, (auth the Prophet, 
and King David faith, the Lions May want.and ſuffer burger, 


bur 
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but they that fear the Lord ſhall want no manner of thing that is Pſal.3 4; 10, 
vod, and the reaſon is rendred by the Apoſtle, becauſe godl;neſi 

fab the promiſe both of this life and of the life to come. And 1 Tim.4.$. 

3, If we eſchew evil and do good, we (hall live for evermore, 3.Thcy (hall 
& glorioſum imperium ſine fine dabit, and God will give ug a live for ever. 
Kingdom wirhour ending z And therefore ſeeing this promiſe Plal.37.27s 
is ſo plentifi, it is worth our labowy that we ſhould ſeck the 
Lord. 

But here, it may be ſome will demand how doth he performe Objef. 
his protniſe ? for, did not the Prophers, the Apoſtles, and all the 
Martyrs of the Primitive Church ſeek the Lord, and believe in 
Chriſt with all cheir hearts; and yer was not Zachary Roned 
in the Courts of the houſe of che Lord? Micheas killed by Fo- 
ram? Amos knockt in the head with a club ? ſaiah ſawed 
io pieces by —_ foba Baptiſt beheaded ? Sc. Stephen (to- Mow they that 
ned? ames killed? Sr. Paw! beheaded ? St. Peter crucificd ? ſovght theLord 
St, Themas killed with a Javelin ? St. Mark burned ? and what —_—__ 
ſhall 1 ſay of Simeon, Polycarpus, Fuſtinus, Attalus, Marcella, : 
Apollonia, and abundance more of holy Saints, whereof ali 1; ferro per- 
flammis exuſtt, ſore were burned, Others beheaded, and all de- empri, alii pa- 
prived of their /fe for ſeeking the Lord and confelling Chrilt ? tibulo crxciath, 
And for any happy life the ſervants of God do lead, doth not Euſcb.Ec.biſt, 
St, Paw (ay that all which will live godly in Clrift Jeſus ſhall |... 
ſuffer _ and affiittions do wait for them in every place ? — 
and when the wngodly iſh like a green bay tree, cloathed in pal 37.36, 
ſcarlet, and fine linnen, and fair deliciouſly every day ; the poor Luke 16, 
Saints even in their bondsare glad ts cat aſhes & it were bread, 
and to mingle their drink with weeping ? 

I confels this hath been ever a ſore objeRtion that diſheart= Fog, 
ned many men, and made King Davids feet well mgh to flip ; 
but if 1 ſhall obrain your patzence to (tay with me a /ittle in 
Gods Sanctuary, I ſhall ſoon unty this Gordian knot, or ſo 
Cut it to pieces, that it can no waies beany bjxderance to our 
progreſs, For 

I. Sexeca proveth, that long life confilieth not inthe great goyees de bre- 
member of years, but in vertaons ations; and the wiſe man yituiecs, 
ſuth, a» uxdefiled life 1s the old Ye for God eſteemerh of »o 
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time but what we ſpend in his ſervice 3 and therefore they thar 
lived 100 years in pleaſures have bur loſt all cheir time, and been 
as dead all that time which they lived ; and thoſe holy Siines thar 
were cut off in the midſt of thei: daies, have lived longer, bec:uſe 
they ſpent their whole time in Gods ſervice; the other loft their 
time, and loſt heir life, as T ir was Wont to ſay, diem perdigj, 
I loſt the day, wherein I did zo good, and theſe have gained eve- 
ry hour. And 

2. Whatſoever affii;ons the Saints do ſuffer, we muſt nor 
account them ſo great miſeries unto them, as the world takes 
them ; for the Philoſopher cells us, that guicqwid recipitur,recipi« 
tur ad modum rec:pientis ; and they eſteem their not asthe world 
doth ; bur they cont them, as the tatherly chaſt;ſements of Gods 
love, and not any arguments of Gods hatred, and as the Poer 
ſaith, 

W{nacademque maniu vninus opemgne twlit, 
the ſame hand, whica layed on their fripes will heal their 
ores. 

1. By giving them that j»v4xcible gift of patience ; Which doth 
more rage their eormentng perſecutors, then themſelves atein 
ſuffering torments. 

2. By filling chem with true content, that is, in yy eftare 
to be contented; Which 1s far better than to abound with 
wealth, and to want this heavenly gifr; for he is moſt rich 
chat defires nothing, and he 1s b:ſ# pleated, that is never diſcon- 
rented. And 

3. By making them to rejoxce in tribulation, and to account it 
all joy, when they fall ;zto divers temptations; a (irange thing, 
that they ſhould regojce in chat which the world doth moſt fear ; 
yet ſuch is the caſe of the righteous, that reuher life, nor death, 
wor principaluies, nor powers, nor any other thing ſhall be able to ſepa- 
rate them from the love of God which # in Chriſt Jeſus ; but they 
abound in wert,they are content in Priſon,they rejoyce in death, 
and in all things they are more than conguerours for his ſake that 
loved them. 

And therefore to conclude, ler us ſerkghe Lord and we ſhal 
irve, and we [hall be happy yz becauſe he never faileth vhems that 


ſeth 
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ſeth, him ; but he will hear their prayers and will help them, {© 
that they need fear neither the ſcarlet gowns, nor the ſharpeſt 
ſwords, neither their diſſembling friends, nor their greareſt ene- 
mies ; for that God is with them in Priſex, as with Joſeph ; in 
the Sea, as with Fonas ; in the fire, as with the three Children, 
and in aft places, to preſerve them, from all evil here, and to 
bring them to all happineſs hereafcer, to live for ever, through 
Jeſus Chrift our Lord, to whom be a/! praiſe and dominion for 
ever and ever, Amen, 
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